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ABSTRACT . ' 

* '^Tlie Voting Rigjits Act cpnt^^ns difjferent provisions, 
some of which appl^ thro ughou€the country and so«e of which apply 
only in hose states and local jurisdictions that meet the condition^^ 
and tests spelled out in the "act. This booklet explains the genera* 
provisions of the act, including the following: voter qualifications, 
civil suits and attorney" s fees, and the criminal^ provisions. In 
addi-tion .to the general protections that apply throughout the United . 
Statesr, the Voting Rights* Act .ccrntains special provisic^s that apply 
only in^. the States and localities that meet certain coxiditions and 
statisticaiJl tests spelled out in the law., These .special provisions 
are explain^d in the booklet. The discussion focuses on the four 
different covere^ge formulas or "triggers" by which the special, 
provisions of the ^act may be^ applied to jurisdictions throughout the* 
countrt- The original Voting Rights Act of 1965 provides for three 
kinds of direct Federal involvement in the electoral processes of 
jurisdictions These provide for the authority for the use of Federal 
examiners and Federal pBfeM for t)ie requirement of Federal 

clearance, of chan^ a covered jurisdiction's election laws and 

" ^ These provisions along with the minority* language 



provisions are also explained. 
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MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION 

^ ^ w ; ^ , ^ * Arthur S. Flemming,^C/ioirjnan 

\ ' .V Stephen Horn, Vice Chairman 

^ 'c- , , , Frankie M. Freeman 

Robert S. Rankin 
Manuel Ruiz, Jr, ; 

3* ' > Murray Saltzman 

' ' John A. Buggs, Staff Director 



TABLE OF COKTENTS ^ 

- • , ^ Page 

INTRODUCTION 1 . 

'definitions 2^ 

GENERAL PROVISIOMS . ....^ S 

VOTER QUALIFICATIONS 3 

J CIVIL 3UITS AND\Ai^TORNEY'S FEES . . . . 3 

CRIMINAL PROVISIONS .... 3 

SPECIAL PROVISIONS ...... 4 

^. Coverage ^^x 4 

SPECIAL PROVISIONS OF THE 1965 ACT r. . . . 7 

Federal Examiners J » 7 

Federal Observers /. • 8 

Federal RevievvToJ Votii/g Changes (Section 5 ReView) . . . 9 

MINORITY LANGtJAGteU'ROVISIONS (1975 

AMENDMENTS) 11^ 

CONCLUSION .V. 14 

' COVERAGE TABLES (as^f March 1,1976) 

1. Coverage Limited to Original Special Provisions of the 

Voting Rights Act .\ ' 15 

2. Coverage Limited to Minority Language Provisions of the 
Vpting Rights Act . . . 16 

3. Coiribined Coverage under the Voting Rights Act '20 

TEXT OF THE VOTING RIGHTS ACT 21 

FOR5MORE INFORMATION ; . . Inside Back Cover 




JNTRODUCTION 

The Voting Rights Act of 1965, amended by Congress in 1970 and 
agftin in 1975, protects and strengthens minority citizenis' tight to vote 
throughout the United States. In marfy partsvof the Soyth^ it has been 
used to remove unfair tqualifications for voting and to cotrect unfair 
administration of the election syst<pm. It has bed to greatly increased * 
registration, voting, and election of blacks to public office in most ^ \ 
Southern States. > . f 

Application of the law's special provisions in other scattered sections 
of the country has also provided opportunities for increased political 
participation by American Indians^, Mexican Americans, arid Puerto 
Ricans. In extending the Votuig Rights Act on two occasions. 
Congress expressed its determination that every trace of racial 
discrimination in voting should be removed. 

In 1975 Congress also amended the Voting Rights Act to strengthen 
the 14th amendm^t voting rights of citizens with a limited 
' knowledj^e of English. The new provisions of the Voting Rights Act 
requir^e States, coun^es, and 'towns with significant, numbers of 
Spanish heritage Americans, Asian Americans, A<mdrican Indians, 
or Alaskan Natives tc^ conduct elections, in the language (s) of the 
appropriate minority group(s) as well as in English. Although the 
law itself is technical and complex, its basic intent is simple and. clear: 
racial and language minority citizens should have the same rights 
s^d opportunities as other Ai^ericans to participate in politics 
and government at every level. - ' , - 

In order to meet this goal, the law contains permanent and ' 
temporary pfi^visions. The permanent .or genital provisions affect the 
entire country. The temporary or special provisions affect certain 
States and counties or towns where minority citizens may have had ; 
difficulty exercising their rigHt to vote. 

More specifically, the Votifig Rights Act : "^^"""^ 

• prohibits the use of literacy tests and other devices as 
qualifications for ygting in any Federal, State, local, general, or 
primary election anywhere in the Umted^^States ; . 

• assures that residence requirement^ will not prevent citizens from 
voting for President and Vice Presiraent anywhere in tjie 

^^^,„^3«dJnited States ^ \ 

• authorizes the Federal courts to apply the special provisions to 
jurisdictions not already covered by»them; 

• provides for assigning Federal examiners to register voters and 
Federal observers to watch vpting in many States antf counties 

\ covered by the special provisions of the law; . » 

• requires Federal clearance of new registration and voting laws and 
procedures in many States and counties coverediby the special 
provisions of the laW; and, ^ ' * ^, 



• requires the use of langruagres other than English for registration 
. and voting ii^ certain States, counties, and towns covered by ; 
the minority- language provisions oftthe law. 



voting— inc\udea all action necessary, from the time of registration 
to the actual ballot coun1?i to make a vote for public or party * 
office effective. 

^ test or device — any requirement that a person must do any of the 
following in order to register or vote: 

1) demonstrate the ability to read, write, understand, or interpret 
any matter ; 

2) ' demonstrate any educational achievement or knowledge of 
any particular subject; 

- 3) prove his (her) qualifications by having another person 
(such as a registered voter) vouch for him (her) ; 

4) possess good moral character ; 

5) register or vpte only in English in jurisdictions where the 
Census Bureau has determined that more than 5 percent of the 
citizens of voting age are members of a single language 
minority. 

languagetminority — a person who is American Indian, Asian 
American, Alaskan Native, or of Spanish heritage. According to 
the Census Bureau, the category "Asian American" includes 
Chinese, Filipino, Japanese,, and' Korean American citizens. The 
category "persons of Spanish heritage" includes: 
1) persons of Spanish language in 42 States and the District . 
of Columbia ; 

.2) persons of Spanish language and persons of Spanish surname 
^ in Arizona, California, Colorado, New Mexico, and Texas, and 

3) persons of Puerto Rican birth or parentage in Ne^ Jersey, 
New Y6rk, aild Pennsylvania. 

Political subdivisi&k — a county, parish, town,»or other subdivision of 

a State that conducts voter registration; 
illiteracy — failure to cjimplete the fifth primary grade; 
In this pamphlet, the following terms are also used: * 
jurisdiction — a general term referring collectively to different 
governmental entities including States, counties, cities, towns, 
special purpose districts (such as school districts), etc. 
cov€)red juridictions—Si general term referring collectively to 

different governmental enfities that are cpvered by the special 
• provisions of the Voting Rights Act. ^ 




GENERAL PR0VISI0N3 

The general provisions of the Voting: Rights Act of 1965, as amended 
in 1970 and 1975, are permanent and apply everywhere in the ' . 
United States. These provisions: • • ; *^ * ^ * * . 

• limit the use of certain ❖oter, qualificatldhs ; » • 

• authorize suits in Federal court that seek to enforce, voting rights 
.by having the special provisions of the Voting Rights* Act apply 
to States or local jurisdictions not already covdred ; 

' • establish criminal penalties for certain acts related to Voting. 

VOTER QUALIFICATIONS , 

Traditionally, States have the power to set voter qualifications. ^ ^ 
Federal law, however, including the Voting Rights Act and other laws,« 
the U.S. Constitution, and Federal court decisions, liinits that power » 
Und prohibits the use of certain qualifications. In general, any ' * 

citizen 18 years old or ^er who meets miniipal State and local 
residence requirements^nd who has not been found legally insane 
or convicted of a disqlialifying crime may register and vote, in local, 
State, and Federal ^Drimary and general electrons. ' - c \ ■ 

The 15th and 19th amendments to the Constitution provide tjiat 
States may not deny the right to vote on account of race, fcolor, or sex. 
Under Federal voting law. States may not require persons to pass 
literacy tests or pay poll taxes Jn ofder to register or vote. The Voting 
Rights Act requirea all States to permit absentee registration and 
voting for Presidential elections and sets maximum residence 
requirements (30 days before the election) for* voting in ^y State in 
Presidential elections. A** qualified voter v/ht Ha^. moved to a new 
State or local jurisdiction within 30 days of a Presidential election 
must be allowed to vote in person or absentee at his or tier fori&er 
place of residence. ■ ' ] 

CIVIL SUITS AND ATTORNEY'S FEES 

The general provisions of the Voting Riglits Act authorize Federal ^ 
courts to impost Isome or all of the special provisions in jurisdictions 
not automatically covered upon finding major violations of federally- 
protected voting rigRtg.Thfe law permits the U.S. Attorney General 
and private citizens whoffe^voting rights have been violated to ask 
the courts 'for this relief. In addition, the Voting Rights Act permits 
the winning siide in a voting rights lawsuit to recover attorney's 
fees. .This provision means^hat when a court finds that a jurisdiction 
or public ofl^icial has failed to protect someone's voting jrights, the 
government involyed may be charged for the fees far thfe voter's lawyer. 

• ^ . ' * 

CRIMINAL PROVISIONS 

The Voting Rights Act makes it a crime for anyone — ^public ofl^icials 
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or privaW individuals— to deny persons the rigrht to vote. It is also a ^ 
crime to : ; . 

• attempt to or to threaten, intimidate, or coerce' a person to 
prevent him (her) from voting; 

• attempt to or to threaten, intimidate, or coerce a person who ^ 
-urges or helps another person to vote; . 

• give false information (or conspire with another person to give 
; false information) about eligibility to register to voje in \ 

Federal elections ; 

• give false information to Federal examiners an,d hearing officers 
designated to enforce the Voting Rights Act; 

^ • vote more than once in the same Federal election.. 

These provisions are designed to protect individuals from physical^ 
economic, or other pressures intended to prevent them from voting, 
and to protect against fraud. Fo£ all of these crimes, the Voting Rights 
Act sets^.penalties including fines and imprisonment. In addition, 
the actauthorizes'the Attorney General to seek injunctions in order, 
to prevent persons from violating the criminal provisioiis or the 
other sections of the Voting Rights Act. . ^ 

SPECIAL PROVISIONS 

In addition to the general protections ^hat apply-throughout the 
United States, the Voting Rights Act contains special provisions that 
apply only in States and localities that meet cert&ia conditions and 
statistical tests spelled out in the law. Under.the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965; as amended in 1970, special coverage resulted in all • 
i^vered jurisdictions having to pomply with a single set of special 
provisions. The 1975 amendtaents added minority language proviBio^s 
that require some jurisdictiohs to use one or more languages in 
addition to English in the electoral process. ^ 

Coverage 

There are four different coverage-formulas (or "triggers") by 
which the special provisions of thri act may be applied to jurisdictions 
throughout the country. A\?ingle jurisdiction may be covered under 
more thin one trigger. Special coverage under each of the four triggers 
is automatic; afte'r the Attorney General or the Director of the 
Census has found that a jurisdiction has -met the stated conditions 
for coWrage, it must immediately comply with the requirements 
of special coverage. A covered jurisdiction may seek to be exempted 
(or "bail out") from special coverage by proving to a Federal court 
that it should not be covered, but it must comply with the law until it 
has received such a determination. The act provides standards to_ 
be used by Federal courts in detertoining whether or not S jurisdiction 
should be exempted. J . • 8 ' ' ' 



* THeafi trigger^ and* bailout provfsions are complex and of more 
interei^o<)fficittlB in (fovercd jurisdictiona than to tKe average citizen* 
Even thotfgii there? are four^d^fferenttriggers, basically only two 
kinds of special remedies may'affecj/.a singleejurisdiction and thus 
dhrectly affect' the protections availal^jle to the miiiority voter. 
Jurisdictions may b^ffected by the special provisions of the 1965 
Voting Rights Act. or by thie 1975 airfendmfents; or ^oth, by operation 
of one or mote triggers. Thfe basic re^^dies are not affected by which 
> trigger brings them into force. The< major difference in coverage • 
by different triggers is in the requirements for bailout, not d|||the » 
protections provided to voters. 

Jurisdictipns come under some or all of the special provisions\)f 
tlie Voting Rights'; Act if they meet one or more of the following tests : 

1) ,The jurisdiction maintained on November 1, 1964, a test or 
device as a condition for registering or voting, and less than 50 

- , percent of its total Voting-age population voted in the 1964 
Presidential election ; 

2) The jurisdiction maintained on November 1, .1968, a test or 
device as a condition for'registering or voting, and less than 
50 percent of the total voting-age population voted In the 1968 
Presidential election ; ' ' / 

3) More than 5 percent of the citizens of votihg age in the 
jurisdiction were memb€fi;s of a pingle language minority group 

- on November 1, 1972, and the jurisdiction provided registration 
and election materials only in English on November* 1, 1972 
(that is, maintained a test or device as defined in the 1975 
amendments), ^tn^ess than 50 percent of the citizens of 
voting age'voted in the 1972 Presidential election; 

4) More than 5 percent of the citizens of ^^oting age in the 
jurisdiction are'members of a single language minority group, 
and the illiteracy rate of such persons as a group is higher 

y than the national illiteracy rate. 

Jurisdictions- covered only b3\the first or second tri^l^.^re subject 
only to the special provisions of^Re original Voting Rights Act 
(see table 1). Jurisdictions covfereiji only by the fourth trigger 
are subject only to the minority language provisions (see table 2). 
Jurisdictions covered by the^hird trigger ^nust comply with 
the special provisions pi^th^'1965 act and the minority language 
provisions (see table 3). / . \ 

The foj^r triggers apply to States and to counties, parishes, or 
towns within States that are not covered as a whole. In some' 
instances, whole States are covered by one or more of the first three 
triggers. For example, the whole State of Alabama was covered 
under the first trigger s!kd, by the extensions of the Voting Rights Act 
in 1970~and 1975, the SUte remains covered by that trigger^ 
A number of counties i*r North Carolina were covered by the 1965 act, 
but tlie ehtire Stiate was not. SinuJarly, the entire State of Texas 



iB covered under the third trigger, but only a few California 
counties are covered, and the entire State is not.^ • . 
. In jurisdictions covered by.the first thr^e triggers, statewide 
coverage means that all the State's political subdivisions are also - 
coveredVThe fourth trigger, however, has a special exemption* 
provision ,80 that even if a State meets the two tests, counties in which 
less than 5 pdrceftt of the citizens of voting age are members ^ ' 
of the'lang^jage itiinority *group are exempted from- the minority ' 
language requirements. Thus, for example, although Califprni^ as a 
State is povered by the fourth trigger, some of its counties contain 
less than 5 percent Spanish heritage citizens of voting age, and 
tli'esQ counties are therefore exempt^.. 

" The special provisions of the Voting Riglits Act'are tAiporary, 
All four triggers have bailout pap9visions. Irt order to end special 

'coverage under the first three triggers, a jurisdiction must file suit 

'in the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia and prove ^ 
that its test, or device Was not use^ with ^ fiiscriminatory purpose or 
effect for a previous period of years (17 years under the first two 

' triggers and 10 years under the third). . * / 

• Jurisdicti6n3, for example, that were covered under the first 
trigger in 1965 may find jt difficult to make that proof and 
therefore may not be able successfully to bring a bailout suit 
before August 6, 1982. SimUarly, jurisdictions covered under the 
third trigger that had EngTish-only elections in 1972 may find 
it difncult to'prove to thQ court befbre August 6', 1985, that they have 
had a discrimination-free system for 10 years. Some jurisdiction^ 

' may be able. to bail out before 1982 or 1985, and all jurisdictions, if 
they have not continued to use a discriminatory test or device, N 
should be able to bail out after the appropriate number of years 
has passed. 

Bailout under the fourth trigger is somewhat different. 
Jurisdictiona covered under that trigfffer can bring bailout suits in 
local Federal courts, and they need only prove that tke illiteracy rate 
for the applicable language minority group (s) is equal to or 
less than the national rate. That is, no specific time period would be* 
involved in their bailout suits, but only another statistical test. 
In any event^.t^ provisions containing the fourth trigger 
automatically expire on August 6^ 1985. ^ , 

Enforcement of the special provisions of the Voting Rights Act is 
carried out by the Voting Section of the Civil Rights- Division of - 
the Departmfent of Justice, under the supervision of the Attorney 
General. Individuals who wish to compWin about discrimination 
in the electoral proC&s or to provide ulf ormation to the , 
Justice Department should contaQtjW Voting Section or the 
Assistant Attorney General for Civil Rights. Other Federal agencies, 
particj^larly the Census Bureau and^the Civil Service Commission, 
in 'Edition to the Federal courts^ «so l&ve more limited 
responsibilities for enforcement of the special provisions.* 

10 



SPECIAL PROVISIONS OF THp^im ACT 

The origrinal Voting: Rigrhts Act provides for three kinds of direct 
Federal involvement in the electoral processes of jurisdictions 
covered by the first three trigrg^ers mentioned abov^. These are the 
'authority for; the use of Federal examiners and federal observers and 
'the requirement for Federal clearance of chang^es in a covered . ^ 
jurisdiction's election laws and practices (often called "aection 5 
review") . Tables 1 and 3 list all the jurisdictions that w^re 
subject to these special provisions as of March 1, !^97£. 

^ Federal Examiners \ . 

Section 6 of the Voting Rights Act authprizes the Attorney General 
to have the Civil Service Commission appoint Federal examiners 
to list citizens eligible for registration in their local jurisdictions. 
Ift order to do this, the Attorney General must: 

1) have received 20 meritorious written complainta, f rom residents 
of the locality chariging discriminatory detiia^ of othe right ^ 
to vote, or , . 

^ ) believe that the appointment of examiners is necessary to 
enforce voting rights protected by the 14th and 15th 
amendments. ' - . 

After the Attorney General has made such ^ finding, the , 
Civil Service Commissi)>n sets the times, places, and procedures 
for the examiners to interview and list for registration persons who 
satisfy the State- qualifications that do not violate Federal law. 
Usually the examinee's open an office in a local Federal building. 
There should be local publicity about their presence and their 
office hours. 

Federal examiners do not completely replace local registration 
officials,, but they do provide an alternate means of jtpgistration. 
The examiners give, qualified voters a cer);ificat$ stating that v 
they are eligible to vote in any election and give the local election 
officials a list of the voters to be included in the official 
registration list. ^ ^ 

Voters certified by examiners must be permitted to vote by local 
officials. The Voting Rights Act pertnits challenging the qualifications 
of a person listed by the examiners, but such a voter must be 
considered eligible and aljowed to vote until a Civil Service 
Commission hearing officer and the U.S: Court of Appeals uphold .a ^ 
challenge: Only if the challenge is upheld may the name of a - - 
voter certified by the examiners be removed from tlie list antj the 
person be denied a ballot. , ^ 

Federal examiners are also available during elections to protect 
the* voting rights of perspns who are properly registered or listed. 
If such persoiis are\ndt permitted to vote, they may coftiplain 
to the examiner within 48 hours of the closing of the polls. If the 
examiner believes that a complaint has merit, he or she must 

n ' 
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. immediately ^inform the U.S. Attorney General who may theh seek a 
^Federal coUrt order allowing the persorf to vote and 'ftusppndin^ 
'^the election results until that v^e hasXbeen counted. ^ 

Other sections of the law provide general procedures for the use of 
Federal examinees. These include requirementsnfor timely 
notification to the l9cal officials of the names of lifted voters and 
provisions for ending the assiglynent Of examiners in a local 
jupisdiction.. . a . ^ ^ \ 

The tise of FedecaJ examinelfs is not automatic. The law Bssum^ 
that registration inTovered jurisdictions will be nondiscriminator 
and- most examiners werenised in the ve^y early years of the 
Voting Rights Act. Examiners^ave been used, however, as recently 
as 1975, and they can bemused at any time in jurisdictions 
subject to this authority. , ' 

. A person who believes that local officials are registering vpterrf*^ - 
. in a discriminatory fashion should immediately notify the 
Justice Department. In order to be effective, examiners must be 
appointed several months before an election takes place. For 
jurisdictions listed in tables 1 and 3, the Attorney General can direct 
the appointment of examiners, but a lawsuit filed by affected citizens 
or the Attorney General is necessary to get examinees appointed 
foj; any other jurisdiction. . ^ 

Federal Observers * ^ 

The Attorney .General may also request the .CiviKServite ' 
Commission to appoint observers for counties or' other local 
' jurisdictions that have been designated for examiners. Observers 
can be appointed even if examiners have not actually served - 
in the locality. * 

Federal observers act as poll watchers at local polling places. 
Their job is to see if all eligible yoters are allowed to vote and if all 
ballots are accurately counted. They also may pbserve the way 
local election officials (or others) assist voters who request help in 
m^rkitig their baUots, if the voter consents. The persons who 
abt as Federal observers are usually employees of the Civil Service 
Conunission or another Federal agency and from a different 
State than the ^bne where the election is held. ^ 

The Federal observers do not run the election; even where 
observers are serving, local officials still manage the .polls. — ^ 
Thfe observers just watch what happens at their assigned polling places 
and report what they have seen to the Justice Department. 
Usually a Justice Department attorney is present in a locality . 
where observers are serving.^ The observers' reports may be used.in 
^ couft- if the Justice Department decides to challenge the 

conduct ef th^ electio;i. ' • • r. i 

* In deciding whether to request observers, the - Attorney General 
considers such factors as local past practices, whether minority 
'candidates suffered discrimination or encountered racial, problems 

12 ■ 
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, in camp^ismiilg for office, and the views 6f local residents; on « 
whether faii» elections can be Expected without observers. A^pjgrson 
who thinks observers are nqcessarj^ro ensure tjiat an election is 
f aivly run without racial considerations shQuM contacVtl^e . ^ 

Justice liepartment. The Attorney General can move quickly^to have 
observers sent^to jurisdiction^ lifted. in 1»ljlefl,4 an^fcS, but again> 

•a lawsuit wo^Uld be necessary to have ob^erveffi^ appointed 
foit^any other jurisdiction. ^^^'<:; * ' ) 

Federal Beview'of Voting Changes^ Section 5 Review) ' 

The third form of direct J'ederal involvebent in "fti* State 
^ and Jocal electoral process t*hat occurs un^der the special provisions^' 
of the' 1965 act is known as section h review. .The jurisdictions 
subject to; section 5 tare listed in^ablcs 1 and-3. -5^^:- ,^ 

Sectioji 5 pf^the Voting'Rights Act requires qovdWJd'iti^iWictfons ' 
to submit 'allVhanges in laws, practices, aigd prcK^atiVes affecting 
votinir to ^either the U.S. Attorney.. General or^th^'TJ.S. District Court 
for the District of Columbia for a I'ulifig that tte^chang^ do not 
discriminaj;&Against racial or language minorities. Entirely new 
electoral prpvisions^ in covered jurisdictions are also considered j 
changes and must be cleared under section 5. Jurisdictions 
almost always submittheir changes to the Attorney .General, rather 
than to the court. ISect^ 5 cbverage is automatic^ it does not 
•require a separate decision by the Attorney General as use of 
examiners or observers does, ^y jurisdiction covered by the original 
^ special provisions is immediately subject to the section 5 ' 
review requirement. ^ 

Jurisdictions covered by the 1965 act (the first trigger listed above) 
must submit all changes made after NovembePl, 1964. — 
Jurisdictions covered by the 1970 amendments . (the second trigger) 
must submit all changes made after November 1, 1968, and 
jurisdictions covered by the 1975 amendments (the third trigger) 
must submit all changes made after November 1, 1972. 

Under section 5, it is the responsibility of the covered jurisdiction 
to submit its changes. ahdDj:ove tha^ttoy a» not discriminatory. 
It is a violation of the'A^li^iNlights Act for a jurisdiction 
to enforce or administer a change; in electoral laws and practices' 
that has not received section 5 clearance from the Attorney General 
or the court. The section 5 requirement applies to States covered 
as a whole, to the political subdivisions within States covered 
as a whole, and to political subdivisions thatare covered separately. 
All political units within such covered jurisdlm0ns> (such as 
cities, towns, school districts, etc.) are also subji^ to| section 5. 

The purpose of section 5 review is to ensure thai State and local 
officials do not use their power over election laws and pi^actices ^ 
for the purpose or with the efrect of discriminating against protecWd 
minorities. The Attorney General has 60 days in. which to make 
a determination concerning a submission. If the Attorney General 
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doe$ not object, a change may be enforced. If the Attorney General 
doeg object\the changre may not be enforced, and the jurisdiction . 
must abandon the chattgr^^ modify it until it is cleared, or. try ^ 
to persuade the courlrthat the changre i^ not discriminatory. It is a 
violation of the Voting Rigrhts Act for^a jurisdiction to_enfjlrce a , 
change to ^tf^hich the Attorney General has objected. 
TTrt U.S. Suj^eme Court and Congress have interpreted the 

• reach of section, 5 very Broadly. All changes in election laws-and 
practices must be submitted, -even if they seem to be, very minor. 
For example; ail of the following types of changes (as well as 

* many others) must be submitted and cleared before they can 
^ go into effect: > ' ' • V 

• amendments ( affecting" voting) to a State constitution or a 
city charter ' ' 

/ •annexations 

• changes in the qualifications for, or the times and places of , . 
registration and voting (including changes in a* voter's 
polling place) <Mp ^ ^ 

• changes in precinct boundaries ^Jf^ 
•-changes in the quaflhcatibns for, o#*terms of, offices , 

• qbanges in the nature of offices (such as changing from 

" elective to^app^ointive, or the reverse, 'and changing the duties 
of aif office) i«t 

• changes in the boundary lines for representative districts 
for such offices as city councils, school boards, county 
conmiissions. State legislatures, and the U.S. Congress 
(including changing from several districts to one district 
for all representatives) . ^ 

• provisions (for bilingual or multilingual elections 

^ When a jurisdiction submits a change, it must provide an 
explanation of the reason for the change, its likely impact, and 
supporting materials. The Justice- Department has published 
guidelines for compliance with section 5. While the Justice ^ 

^Department staff is considering a submission, private citizens and 

'gi'oups may offer their own comments on the change by writing 
to the Votirfg Section. Since the Attorney General usually must act on 
a submission within 60 days, it is important to send comments 
as early as possible after the submission. Often the only T«(ay 
the Justice Department can discover that a seemingly fair dhiange 
actually will discriminate against ra'cial or language minorities 
is through the comments of the local residents. For section 5 
review, to be fully effective, it is essentia that citizens monitor and 
comment on changes in election laws and practices. 
' Each week the Justice Department publishes a list of the 

'submissions made under section 5. The list shows, by date of 
submission, all the changes that have been submitted by States and 

^local jurisdictions. Any person who. is interested in knowing 
what changes have been submitted may obtain the list, free of charge. 



writing J;o. the Voting Section and making to be plaCed on*the , 
mailing list for the "section 5 .weekly submission list/' • 

By reading the list eac*h*week, indm^uals can discover what 
changes their States or local jurisdictions l^e.subniitted and can 
th^n send ftieir comments to the Attorney (Seneral. By Regularly 
reading tl^^ list, a person might also dilqover that a chai^ge , ^ 
he or sKe knows about has not been submitted. This information is 
also important to the Justice Department and usually cannot be 
discovered Siccept through reaidents^of the jurisdiction. 

Individuals who know that a covered jurisdiction is enforcing a 
•change that has not been jsubmitted, or is enforcing a change that the 
Attorney Generahhas objected to, may file suit in the local 
Federal court to prevent enforcement of the chan^ or contact the 
Attorney General, who also can pie such a suit.* « 

Section' 6 review and the authority to use Federal examiners ^ 
and observers provide t^e Federal Government with powerful 
tools to ensure that covered jurisdictioitSvdo not discriminate against 
^ minor it^jtofing rights. They are most effective when indivicjual? • 
also monitor their local officials and election systems and 111/011)1^ 
the Justice Department of locfl probkpjs. 

MINORITY LANGUAGE PROVISIONS ^ 

qm AMENDMENTS) # 

The 1975 amendments to the Voting Rights Act added the 
minority language provisions to the special provisions of the act. 
These provisions require. covered jurisdictions to conduct elections 
in one^r more languages in addition to English. Although a ^, 
jurisdiction may come under this requirement in two ways »■ 
(the th|rd and fourth trigg;ers described above), the requirement 
is the sa^me for all covered jurisdictions. ^ 
" JMost jurisdictions must add one lan£:uage (moi|t often Spanish) 
but a few must useWo or more minority langtfikgfes in the 
electoral processTXJnly the languages ^f the groups specif^d in^the act 
' must be us'ed. The jurisdictions cov^d by the minority language 

provisions and the specified language minority groups are 
- listed in tables 2 and 3. 

The minority language requirements of the Voting Rights Act 
are intended to^nsute that American 'citizens are not deprived 
of the right to vote because they cannot read, write, or speak English. 
The basic principle is that a covered jurisdiction conducting / . 
registration and voting must take the necessary steps to enable . 
• the language minoritjr* citizen to exercise his or her voting rights 
as effectively as English-speaking voters exercise theirs. 

Since State and local governments have the primary responsibility 
for conducting elections, they also have the primary responsibility . 
for implementing the minority language provisions of the 
VotiJtg 5i^ts Act. Tljie Federal Government,- through the Justice 
Depai^ment, is responsible for monitoring the steps takgn by 
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covered^ jurisdictions to compi^with the requirements ahS fog^ 

enforcing them through the courts if necessary. The, 

Justice Department has issijed/firuidelincs for compliance with the 

,.iriinority langpAge provisions: ^ • 

The languaffe of the Voting Rights Act and of the guidelines is 
rather general. Because the new requirements affect Jbcalitie^ 
as small as Loving County, Texas, with its populatkm of less than * 
200 persons, and as large a^ Los Angeles County, California, ^ 
with its population of more than 7 million persons, and because ^ 
different areas have different election procedures, the actual steps aff ' 
jurisdi|toon must take, to implement the law vary somewhat 
with iPal circumstances. » ' / 

For example, where'lrhe required minority language is currently or 
traditionally Aiwritten, such as most Ameritan ^ndian languages^ the 

.jurisdiction need provide in that language only oral publicity \j 
and oral assistance at registration and poll^k places. Similarly, 
a. small juris^ctibn using paper ballois may be more able to ^ 
convert to a wtally bilingual, election than a largg jurisdiction^ 
using voting niachines that limit the size of the bajjot. . • ' 

Also, some jurisdictions provide much mDrfe information to the «. 
public about elections or are more active ih seekijig to register voters 
t*an tfther*. Because the details of election sygtei^ap and procedures 
in different covered jurisdictions vary widely, itjls impossible 
to outline all the ways in which the minority language requirements \ 
affect local practices. . ^ ' 

' In passing these requirements, Cpngwss was particularly 
concerned that information directly related to registration and voting 
be as available to )lmgufege minority citizens as to others. 
As a minimum, citizens in covered jurisdictions have a right to expect 
that their local election officials will provide orat, and where 
appropriate wHtten, assistance and informfLtion in the appropriate 
minonty language(s). Publicity concerning electiorts and regxatratxon 
qualijications and times shmild also be provided i,v,'the apprcfpriate 
minority language(s). 
Foj^xample: 

•It applicants for registration must fill 9ut forms, the forms must 
be provided in the minority language (s) as well as in English;* 

• the voter registration officials must include persons able to 
speak the' minority language (s) in addition to English; 

• signs and instructions at regfetratibri and voting places 
must be in the minority language (s) as well as in English; 

■ • the election, workers who mahage the polling places must 
include persons \^ho can speak . the minority language (s) 

in addition to English; 0 . 

• election, notices and the like must* be published and broadcast 
in minority language media as well as in the English media. 

In general, official information concerning the electoral pfocess 
must be available to the language minority citizen in his or her 



o3vn langruagre. '^e .Voting: Rigrhts Act does not require covered Statea 
and local jWisdictions to provide jiny specific type of information ^ 
to their citizens and voters, but it does require them to provide 
the information they do offer in thfe appropriate i^inority 
IaBgu^g:e(s) as well as in EWli^h. Jurisdictions in California, for 
i^ample, thati usually provide^extensive voter ihformation handbooks 
concerning: candidates ^and issues on the ballot slust publish the 
handbooks in Spanish (and also in Chinese in San Francisco) as well 
a's in Engrlislv. . / * \^ 

Some jurisdictions that are now subject to the Federal minority 
l^jA^uage requirements have already be^n using: lansruagrea other than 
% Eng^lish in their el^^ions. For example, some cities in New York 
State have been holding: elections Spanish and Engrlish 
because of Federal court orders. In other areas — ^for example, some 
places in California — a State law has required the use of Spanish 
or other minority langruage election materials in recent years. 

These jurisdictions jnust now satisfy 6o^/i^he Federal and tte. 
jmite requirements. If the Federal requirements are more str^, they 
prevail. In many other jurisidictions, however, elections have - 
always been conducted-ohljt in English, so tj^e new provisions will 
require important changes in the usual manner of conducting:. 
regristratiorff*nd voting. The VoJ;ingr Rights Act sets minimum ^ 
requirements. States and local jurisdictions may have, additional or 
more stringent minority languagi;,e requirements if they wish. 

As noted ahove, the covered jurisdictions themselves have the 
primary responsibility for complying with the minority language 
^ovisions of the Voting Rights Act. Individuals who want to 
know what steps their own State or local government is taking to 
implement these provisions ahould consult local election officials. 
If a jurisdiiction is covered by the 1975 VotingTRights Act 
amendments and has not bailed out, then it muat take some steps, 
and people have a right to know what they are. ' 

Persons who believe that t*heir State or local government is not 
taking any steps, or is not taking enough steps, to make the 
electoral pfScess more accessible to language minority citizens 
should notify the Civil Rights Division of th^ Justice Department and 
ask that an investigation be made. If a jurisdiction does not 
comply with the new requirements, t)ie Justice Department — or 
individuals whose rights ar,e jdenied — may sue the local or . ' 

State government under the Voting Rights Act. 

Some jurisdictions newly covered by. thesenprovisions have 
established a local advisory, committee of languafire minority 'Sitizens 
to advise trie government abqut the* needs of langfuage minority 
citizens and the most effective way to protect their voting rights. 
A person can find out whether there is such a group in his or her 
locality by contracting local election officials. If your community is ^ 
covered by the Voting Rights Act, but does not have such an 



advisory comniittee, you can ask that tlje local government set 
onfi up and include representatives of^He ipinority community. • 
widle they^are not requirec^by tJie act, such groups may be very 
helpful in implementing the law. 

CONGLlisiON 

The Votiag Rights Actxontains an array of different provisions, 
some of which apply throughout the country ^nd some of which 

* apply only in those States an^- local jurisdictions that meet the 
conditions and tests spelled out in the' act's four triggers. The 

• provisions described in this pamphlet^ ensure -elided protection 
of the voting rights of minority citizens in cc^vered jurisdiction 
In addition, individuals, wetl as thi^jf ustice Department, 
can sue in Federal court and asjc the;Aurt to'impose tKe special ^ 
provisipns in jurisdictions that are iupt already covered in order 

Kjto overcome discrimination inJkhfi electoraLprocess. j 
The purpose of «the«Voting Rights Act M to ensure tfeat no . * 
citizen's right to vote is'<i8riied W impii^ becaqse of racial or^ 
language discrimination. While the act is a strong arid effective law, 
the greatest protection for voting rights r^sts in citizens 
knowing what their rights are and how to protect them if their State 
or local govermnent does. not. ' ^ 






Tablet. COVERAGE LIMITED TO ORIGINAL SPECIAL PROVISIONS. 
OF THE VOTIKG RIGHTS ACT, as of March 1, 1976 

Jurikdictions in this categrdfy are sul^ject only to the original special provisions of 
the. Voting lUgrlits Act: They may be designated for Federal examiners apd 
observers a|^ must submit changes in their election laws and practices for Federal 
(?le^rance, »iS they are not required|to conduc^ their elections in languages other 
than Engl^h. 
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State/Courity ^ 
/ ALABAMA 

conne:cticut 

. (Towns) ; 
Groton ( 
Mansfield 
Southbury . 

GEORGIA 

K IDAHO 

VEirnore . 

LWJSIANA* ■ 

MAINE'(Towns)' 
' -Beddington 

Carroll ^ftlL, 

Charleston . 
> Chelsea „ 

Connor Unorg, Terr. 

Cutter 

Limestone 

Ludlow 
• ' Nashville Pltn. 

New Gloucester 

Reed Pltn. , 

Someryille Pltn. 

Waldo' 
-Webster 

Winter Harbcfr 
"Woodland^ 



MASSACHUSETTS 

(Towns) 
' Amherst 
^Ayer *^ 

■ . A ■ 



State/County 
MASSACHUSETTS ^ 

(Wns) (Cont 
Belchertown 
^Bourne 
Harvard 
Sandwich 
.Shirley 
Sunderland 
Wrentham , 

MISSISSIPPI* 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

(Towns) 

Antrim 

Benton 
f JBofecayven 

Millsfield Tvirp. 

Newingtdn 

Pinkhams Grant 

Rindge 
• Stewa^town 

Stratdid . 

Unity^5^ ' 

NORTH CAROLINA 

A.nson 
Beaufort 
Bertie 
Bladen 
Camden 
Caswell 
Chowan 
y Glevelaij^ 
Craven 
Cumberland 
Edgecpmie 




Bernard Parish, La., Neshoba Co., M|ss., and 
conduct bilingual elections. See table 3.&. 



^State/County 
NORTH CAROLINA 

(Cont'd) 

Franklin 

Gaston 

Gates 

Granville 

Greene 

Guilford 

.Halifax 

Harnett 

'Hertford ^ 

Lee 

Lenoir 
. Martin 
' Nash 

Northampton 

Onslow 

Pasquotank^^ 

Perquimans^ 

Person' 

Pitt 

Rockiggham 
ScotlJTd 
'^Union 
Vance ^ 
Washington 
Wayne 
Wilson 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

VIRGINIA* 



WYOMING 

Campbell 

Charles City Co., Va., must 



/ 
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Table 2. COVERAGE LIMITED TTMINOhin LANGUAGE PROVISIONS 
OF THt VOTING RIGHTS ACT, asilMarch 1, 1976 



Jurisdictions in this categrory are sujdfect only tqthe^inoHty la^^ provisions 
of/the Voting: Rigrhts Act. They rnlmcRaduct their elections itrthe lang:uagre(s) 
^propriate for the listed langruagre minority group (s) . (For convenience all 
Spanish heritage groups are listed as "Spanish.") 

V ^ . Langxiage V*'*^ 

Minority 
Group 



State/County 

CALIFORNIA 

Alameda , 
' Amador 
Colusa 

Contra Costa 
Fresno 
Imi^erial 
Inyo 
Kern 
Lassen 
Los Angeles 
Madera 
Napa , 
Orange 
Placer 
Riverside 
' Sacramento 1 
San Benito 
San 

Bernardix^o 
San Diego 
San Francisco 
San Joaquin 
San Luis 



Spanish 
'Spanish 
Spanish 
Spanish 

Spanish ^ 
Spanish 

American Indian 
Spanish 
Spanish 
Spanish ^ 
Spanish 
Spanish 
Spanish 
Spanish ^ 
Spanish 

Spanish ' ^ 
Spanish 

Spanish 
Spanish 

Spanish, Chinese 
Spanish 

Spanish 




Obispo 

g^an Mateo ^-^--^pani^ 
Santa Barbara Spanish 



Santa Clara 

Santa Cruz 

Sierra 

Solano 

Sonoma 

Stanislaus ^ 

Sutter : 

Tulare 

TUolumne 

Ventura 

Yolo . 



Spanish < 

Spanish 

Spanish 

Spanish 

Spanish 

Spanish 

Spanish 

Spanish 

Spanish 

Spanish 

Spanish 
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State/County 

COLORADQ 

Adams ^ 
Alamosa 
Archuleta 
*Bent 
Boulder 
Chaffee 
Clear Creek 
Cqnejos 
Costilla 
Crowley 
' Delta 

. Denver . y 
gagl^ 
. jFremont 
Huerfano 
Jackson 
Lake 
La Plata 
Las Animas 
Mesa 
Moffat 
Montezun^a 

Montrose 
Morgan 
^tero ^ 
Prowers 
Pueblo 
Ricr Grande 
Saguache 
San Juan 
San Miguel 
Sedgwick 
Weld 



Language 

Minority 

Group 



Spanish ^ 
Spanish 
Spanish 
Spanish , * 
Spanish 
Spanish 
Spanish 
Spanish « 
Spanish 
Spanish 
Spanish 
^SpaUish 
Si)anish 
Spanish 
Spanish ^ 
Spanish a . 
■Spanish 
Spanish 
Spanish 
s Spanish 
Spanish 
Spaniffh, 

American Indian 

Spaifish 

Spanish 

Spanish 

Spanish 

Spanish 

Spanish 

Spanish 

Spanish 

Spatnish' 

Spanish 

Spanish 



[LIMHi^l 



Table 2. COVERAGE LIMITED TO MINORITY LANGUAGE PROVISIONS 
OFTHE VOTING RIGHTS ACT. as of March 1, 1976 (Cont'd) 



r 



. Language ^ 

, 4^ I Minority \ 
^State/County f Group 

CONNECTICU^tTowns) ^ / 

Bridgeport Spanish 

FLORIDA 

Collier 
Dade ' * 
Glades 
Hendry 




HAWAII 

(Ba^aii 
"^^auai^ 

iiitii 

IDAHO 

Bing] 
Cassia 

KANSAS 

Finney " 
Grant 

Wichita- ' • 

, MAINE (Towns). 
Per^ 

MICHIGAN 

Orang6ville 
Twp. 
Vu (Barry Co.) 
* / Sugar lAand 
Twp. 

(Chippewa 
Co.) 
Imlay Twp. 

(Lapeer Co.) 
Adrian City 

(Lenawee 
• , Co.) 
Madison Twp. 

(Lenawee 
Co.) 
GriEint Twp. 

(Newaygo 

Co.) 



Spanish ^ 
Spanish 

Amerlcan^ndi an 
Spamsh 

Filipinpf'ilapanese 
Filipjio; Japanese 
Filuroo, Japanese 



American {ndian 
Spaiysh 

Spanish 
Spanish 
Spanish 

American Indian 

7 ' 

Spanish 



American Indian 



Spanish 



.Spanish 



Spanish 



Spanish 



State/County 

MICH^ii (Cont'd) 
/Buena Vista 

(Saginaw 

Co.)' 
^aginaw City 
(Saginaw 

Co.) 

MINNESOTA 

Beltrami 
Cass 

Mftinomen 



\Lariguage 
Minority 
Group 

Spanish 



Spanish 
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MONTANA 

Blaine o. 
Glacier 
• Hill 
Lake ^ 
Roosevelt . 
Rosebud 
VaUey 

NEBRA^ ' 4 

Scotts B?Iuff 
ThjsH^on 

Min.r»l ^ 

■ Nye . ^ 
. 'Wl^iXe Pine 

newmexico 

Bernalillo 
Catron 
Chaves 
Colfax 
Be Baca 
Dona Ana 
Eddy 
Grant 
Guadalupe 
Harding 



American Indian 

American Indian 

. American Indian 
I 

American Indian 
American Indian 
American Indian^ 
American [Indian i 
American u^digj/ 
American Indian 
American India 



Indiap. 



Spanish 

Amierican Indian 
' , -s 

Spanish, American 
Indian 

American Indian 

Spanish ' 

Spahish\ 

Spanish \^ 

Spanish ^ 

Spanish 

Spanish . 

Spanish 

Spanish 

Spanish 

Spanish » 

Spanish 

Spanish 
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Table 2. COVERAGE LIMITED TO MINORIH UNGUAGE PROVISIONS 
IF THE VOTING RIGHTS ACT, as of March 1 J976 (Coitf 



State/County 

NEW MEXICO (Gonf 
Hidalgo 

' , 

Lincoln 
Los Alamos '^ 
Luna. 
Mora 
" Quay 

Rio Arriba ; 

Rdosevelt 
Sandoval 

San Juan 



Language^ 
Minority 
Growp ^ 

dj . 



,n Miguel 
. Sante Fe 
Sieira 
Socorro 
TaQ> 

s Tt)rrance 
Union 
Valencia 



NORTH CAROLINA/ 

Swain \ 

NORTH DAKOTA 

Benson 
Dunn 
McKenzie 
; Mountrail 
Rolette 

OKLAHOMA 1: 

• Adair 
Blaine 
Caddo 
Cherokee 
Coal 



Spanish 

SpaHi^ 

Spanish 

Spanish 

Spanish 

Spanish ^ 

Spanish 

American Indian, 

Spanish 
Spanish . 
' American Indian, 
• Spanish 
American Indian, 

Spanish 
Spanish 
Spanish 

Spanish ' * 
Spanish " ^ 
American Indiati, 
, Spanish ^ 
Spanish 
Spanish 

American Indian, 
Spanish 



American Indian! 



American Indian 
American Indian 
American Indian 
American Indian 
American Indian 



American Indian 
American Indian 
American liJIiian 
American Indian 
American Indian 




/; *Laitffmge' 
^ Minority 
State/County i Group 

OKLAHOMA (Cont'd) 

Qraig 
Delaware 
Harmoh 
Hughes 
Johnson 
Latimer 
Mcintosh 
Mayes 
Of uskee 
Okmulgee 
Osag«r 
Ottawa 
Pawnee 
Pushmataha 
Rogers 
Seminole 
Sequoyah 
Tillman ' 



\ 



American Indian 
American Indian , 
Spanish ^ 
American Indian 
American Indian 
American Indian 
American Indian 
American Indian 
American Indian 
American^ Indian 
American Indian * 
American Indian 
^nerican .Indian 
Americ&n Indian 
American Indian . 
NA^rican Indian 
American Indian ' 
Spanish 



OREGON 

« Jefferson 
^alheur 

SOUTH- DAKOTA^ 

Bennett 

Charles Mix> 

Corson 

Lyman 

MeUette 

Washabaugh 

UTAH 

Carbon 
San Juan 
^Tooele 
Uintah 

WASHINGTON 

Adams' 
Columbia 
Ferry 



American Indi^an 
Spanish ' ■ \^ 



Am^ican Indian 
Amel^can Indian 
Ameri^n Indian ■* 
American Indian, 
American Indian 
American Indian 

\ 

Spanish / 
American Indian 
'Spanish 
Amer^n Indian 

Spanish 
Spanish 

iGner^^n Indian 
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Table 2. COVERAGE LIMITED TO MIHORITY LANGUAGE PROVISIONS 
OF THE VOTJNG RIGHTS ACT, zfU Marcli t, 1976 (Conf d) 



LanguQ^ge 
Minority 
State/County * Group 

WASHINGTON (Cont'd) 
Grant Spanish 



Okanogran 
Yakima 

WISCONSIN (Towns) 

'Nashville 

(Forest Co-) 
'Bovina ^ 

(Outagamie 
Co.) 
Oneida 



American Indian 
Spanish ^ 



American Indian 

/ 

Spanish 



» Language 
Minority 
State/County Group 

WISCONSlld (Cont'd) 
(Outagramie 
Co.) 
Hayward City 
(Sawyer 



Co,) 

WYOMING ; 

Carbon^ 
* Fremont 
Laramie < 
Sweetwater 
Washakie 




5anish 



Spanish 

American Indian 
Spanish ^ 
Spanish 
Spanish 
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Tables. 



COMBINED COVERAGE UNDER THE VOTING RIGHTS ACT, 
asof Mlarcli1J976 ^ . 



Jurisdictions in tliis category are subject to all the special pKovisiond of the Vdfing 
Ri^htfi Act These jurisdictions may be designated for Federlal examiners an4 
observers, mvAi submit changes in electoral laws and practices for Federal 
durance, and WfUst conduct their elections in the language (s) appropriate for 'the 
listefl language'n)inority group (s). (For convenience all Spanish heritage fifroups 
are listed as "Spanish.")^'^^ . * \ 



St€^/County 
AUSKA 

:ONA 




Language 

Minority 

Group 

Native Alaskan 
(Statewidfe) 



Spanish 

( Statewide )| 



Apache 


American Indian 


Coconino 


American Indian 


Gila 


American Indian 


Graham 


American Indian 


Mohave 


American Indian 


Navajo 


American Indian 


Pinal 


American Indian 


CALIFORNIA 




Kings 


Spanish ^ 


Merced 


Spanish 


Monterey 


Spanish 


Yuba 


Spanish 


COLORADO 




El Paso 


Spanish 


FLORIDA 




Hardee 


• Spanish 


Hillsborough 


Spanish 


Monroe 


Spanish 


HAWAII 




Honolulu 


Chinese, Filipino 


LOUISIANA 




St Bernard 




Parish 


Spanish 



Stfite/County 

MISSISSIPPI 

Neshoba 

NEW MEXICO 

Curry 
McKinley 

* Otero 

NEWYORK 

Bronx 
Kings 
' New York 

NORTH CAROLINA 

. Hoke 
Jackson 
Robeson 

OKLAHOMA 

Choctaw 
McCurtain 

SOUTH DAKOTA 

Shannon 
Todd . 

TEXAS 



Language^ 
Minority ^ 
Gnywp 

American I^oian 



Spanish \ . 
American Indian, 

Spanish \ 
Ipanjsh \ 

\ 

^Spanish 
Spaiiish 
Spanish 



AmericfHi^^^ndian 
American' Indian"" 
Americati Indian 

^ American Inllln 
American Indiii^ 



American Indian 
American Indian 

Spanish ^; 
(Statewide) 



VIRGINIA 

Charles City 



American Indian 
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THE VOTING RIGHTS ACT OF 19^5, 
AS AIIENDED IN 1970 AND 1975 
(42 U.S.C. 1973 et seg .) 
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S VOTING RIGHTS AqT^iQF 1965 

PuBUc Law 89-110, 89th Congress, S. 1664, 
" Atjottst 6, 1965 

AN ACT To enforce tUe' iiftieen^ amendment to the Cons^tutlon 
of the United States, and for other jpnrposefi 

Be 
tives 
senibled. 

Eights Act of 1965"- . 

TITLE I— VOTING RIGHTS • 

• Sec. 2. No voting qualification or prerequjisate t6k vot- 
ing, Ot standard, practicie, w procedure 8liall?be imposed 
or. applied by any State or political subdivision t6 deny 
or abridge tne right of any citizen of the tTnited States 
to vote on account of j^ce Oi|f color, or in contravention of 
the guarantees set forth in8eqtion^(f) (2). 

Sec. 8. (a) Whgjiaver the Attorney General or an ag- 
grieved .person institutes^a proceeding^der any statute 
to enforce the voting guarantees ojt the fourteenth or 
fifteenth amendment in any State or political subdivision 
the court shall authorize the appointment of Federal ex- 
aminers by the United States Civil Service Commission 
in accordance "with section 6 to seH-e k)V sucli period of 
time and for such political subdivisions as the court shall 
determine is appropriate to^nforce the votmg guaran- 
tees of the fourteenth or fifteenth amendment (1 ) as part 
of any interlocutory order if the court determines i^hat 



Public Law 
91-285 



Public lAir 
i 04-7S 



Public Law 
94-7& 



the appointment of Bucli examiners is necessary ^ en- 
force such voting guarantees or (2) as part of anyJiiml 
judcnient if tlie court finds that violations of the four-/ 
tecnth or fifteenth amendment justifying equitable relief 
have occurred in such State or subdivision : Provided, 
That the court need not authorize tlie appointment of 
sxaminers if any incidents of denial or aDrid|?ani^t of . 
the right to vote on account of race or color, w in.con:^| 
trarention of the guarantees set forth in section 4(f) (2), ^ 
(1) have been few in number and have been pfoiSiptly^ 
and effectively corrected by Sute or local action, (2) the 
continuing effect of such incidents has been eliminated. 
jind43) there is no reafik>nable probability of their recur- 
i-fence in the future, * 1^ 

(b) If in a proceeding instituted by the Attopftey den- 
eral or an aggrieved person imder any statuJS^to enforce 
the ''votiflg guarantees of the fourteenth or fifteenth 
amendment in any State or political subdivision the court 
finds that a test or device has been used for the i>urpose 
or with the effect of denying or abridging the right of 

"ftfty citizen of the United States to vote on acx?onnt of 
race or color, or in contravention of ,tlie giiarantees set • 
foilh in section 4(f) (2), it shall suspend thie use of tests 
and devices in such State or political 9iibdi\'isions as the 
couil shall determine is appropriate and for such period 
as it deems necesswT. r 

(c) If any proceeding instituted by the Attorney Gen- 
eral or an oggiievod poi'soii under any statute to enforce 
the voting guarantees of the fourteenth or fifteenth 
anienUinent in anv State or political subdivision the court 
finds that violations of the fourteenth or fifteenth aniend- 
ment qiistifving equitable relief have occuri-ed within 
the territorv of snch State or political subdivision, the 
conit. in addition to such relief as it may grant, shall re- 
tain iiirisdictioii for such i>eriod as it may deem appro- 
priate and during such period no voting (K^^Hfif^ation or 
pi^itHiuiisite to votinp. or standard, practice, or procedui-e 
with 4i*spe(?t to voting different from that in force or 
effect at the time the proceeding was commenced slfall be 
enforced unless and Until the couil finds that such quali- 
fication, prei-enuisite, standard, practice, pr procedure 
does not have the purpose and will not have the effect of 
denying oi- abridging tlie right to vote on account of race 
or color, or in contravention of the guarantees set forth 
in section 4(f) (2): Provided, Jhat such qualification, 
l)i-erequisite. stamlard, practice, or pixKedure^'niay be en- 
forced if the qualification, prerequisite, standard, prac- 
tice, or procedure has been siibrtitted by'the chief legal 
officer or other appropriate official of such Statfc or.sub- 
division to the Attomev General and th6 Attorney Gen- 
eral has not interi>osej an objection within sixty days 



nfter such submission, except tlmt neither tlie court^s 
finding nor tbe Attorney General's failure to object shall 
bar a subsequent' acti^on to- enjoin enforcement of such 
<]uaIifilqation, prerequisite, standard, practice/ or pro- 
mhire. 

^ Sec. 4, (a) To assure that the right of citizens of the 
X^nited States to vote is not denied or abridged on account 
of race or color, no citizen shall be denied the. right to 
vote in any Fedeml, State, or local election because of 
his fuiliu*e to comply with any test or device in any 
State with respect to which the determinations \\aye 
l>(»en made ulider the first two sentences of subsection (b) 
or in any i>olitica] subdivision 'with respect to which 
Kur h determinations have been made as a separate unit, 
unless the United States District Court . for the District 
of ('olnmbia in an action ~for a declaratory judiirment 
brought by such State or subdivision against the United^ 
States has determined that no such test or device has 
heen used during the seventeen years piweding the fil- 
ing of the action £tt| the purpose or Fith the effect of 
denying or-abridjflp the right to vote on account of. 
nice or color: Promaed, That no such declaratory judg- 
ment shall issue with i^espect to/any plaintiff for a.pe- 
riotJ of seventeen years after the entry of a final .judir- 
ment of any court' of^the United States, other than the 
denial of a declaralpiy judgment under this section, 
whether enteml prior to or after the enactment of this 
Act. determining that denials or abridgments of the 
riglit to vote on account of race or color through the 
use of such tests or devices have occurred anywhei-e in the 
teiTJtory of such plaintiff. No citizen sliall be denied the 
right to vote iii any Fedei*al. State, or local , election 
iK'caiiiso of his failui-e to cjHnply with an^* test or device in 
any State with I'espect to^hich the deteminations have 
been made under the third sentence of subsection (b) 
of this section or in anv political subdivision with respect 
to ^'hich such determinations have been made as a sepa- 
I'jite iinita unless the United States District Couit for the 
District of Columbi|i in an action for a declaratory judg- 
ment brought by such State or subdivision against the 
United States has determined: that no such test or de- 
vic*e has been used daring the ten yeai% pivceding the 
filing^ of the action for the purpose or with the effect of 
denying or abridging the right to vote on account of 
i-ace or-color, or in continvention of the guarantees set 
foithin section 4(f) (2) That no such declara- 

tory^ jud^ent shalL issue with respect to any plaintiff 
for a period of ten years after the eiiti-y of a hnal judg- 
ment .of any mut of the United States, other tlian the 
denial of a declaratory judgment under this section, 
wheflier entered prior to or after the euiictment of tliis 
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paragraph, determining thatr denlals or abridgments of 
the .nght to vote on account of race or color, or ii^^eon- 
travention of the guarantees set forth in section 4(f) (2) 
through the use of t^sts or devices have occurred any- 
where in the territory of such plaintiff. 

An action pursuant to jbhis eiibs^on shall be heard 
and determined by a court of three judges in accordance 
-with the provisions of section 2284 of title 28 of the 
United States Code and any appeal shall lie to the 
Supreme: Court The court shall retain ju^^iqtion 
•of any action pursuant to this .subsection for ^ five 
years after judgment and shall reopen the action upon 
motion of the Attorney General alleging that a test or 
devioB has been, used for the purpose or with the effect of 
denying or abridging the right to vote on account of race 
or-rt)lor, or in contravention of the guaranteea^ forth in 
section 4(f) (2). . ^ 

If the Attorney General determines that he has, no 
reason to believe that any such test ^r device lias been 
"used during the seventeen years preceding th$ filing 
of aii action under the first.sentence of this subsection 
for the purpose or with the effect bf denying^dr abridg- 
ing the rigjit to vote on account of race 6^ color, he 
shall consent to the entr^ of such judgment. 

If the Attorney Greneral determines that he has no 
reason to believe *that any such test or deduce has been 
used during the ten years preceding the filing of an ac- 
tion under the second* sentence of this subsection for the 
purpose or with the effect of denying or abridging the 
right to vote on account of race or color, or in contra* 
vention of the guarantees set forth in section 4(f) (2) 
he shall consent to the entry of such ju4|^ent. 

(b) The provisions of subsection (a) shall applv in 
any Stat© or in any political subdivision of a State which 
(l) the Attorney Greneral determines maintained on No- 
vember 1, 1964, any test or device, and with respect' to 
which (2) tl^ Director of the Census determines that 
less than 50j]>er centum of the persons of voting age 
residing therein were registered on November 1, 1964. 
or that less than 50 per centum of such persons voted 
in the presidentiaV election of November 1964. On and 
after August 6, i970, in addition to any State or political 
^bdivision of a State determined to be subject to sub- ^ 
section (a) pursuant to the previous sentence,vthe pro- 
visions of supsection (a) shall apply in any State or anj' 
political subdivision of a State which (i) the Attorney 
General determines maintained on November 1, 1968, 
any test or device, and with respect to which (ii) the 
Dirtotor of the ICensus determines that less than 50 per 
centum of the persons of voting age residing thei-ein 
were, registered on November 1, 1968. or that less than 
60 pfer centum of such persons voted in tlie presidential 
election of November 1968* * 
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*^ On and after Aupiist C, 1976, 4n addition to any State 

or political subdivision of a State determined to be sub- 
ject to subsection (a) pursuant to the previous two sen- 
tences, the provisions of subsection (a) shall apply in 
any State or any ppbScal stibdivision of a State which 
(i) the Attorney General determines maintained on No- 
vember 1, 1972, any test or device, and with respect to 
' whidi (ii) the Director of tiie Cwisus determines that 
less than 50 pet centum of the citizens of voting age were 
' rejristered on November 1^ 1972, or that less than 60 per 
centum of such persoi^ voted in the Presidential election 
of November 1972, 

A deterininatibn or certification of the Attorney Gen- 
eral or of the Director of the Census under this section 
or under section 6 or secticm IS shall not be reviewable in 
any court and shall be effective upon publication in the 
Fetleral Re/i^ster. 

(c) The phrase /*test or devicA" shall mean any re- 
quirement that a person as a prerequisite for voting or 
re^ristration for votinjj (1) demonstrate the ability to 
: read, write^ tmderstand, or interpret any matter, (2) 
\ . demonstrate any educational achievement or his knpwl* 
edpe of any particular subject, (3) possess good moral 
character, or (4) prove his qualifications by the vbudier 
of Y^gistered voters or members of any Qth6r class. 
/(d) For purposes of this sediionno State or political 
subdivision shall be determined to^ave en|;aged in the 
^ iise of tests or devices for the purpose or with the effect 
^ 'of denying or abridging the n^ht to vote on account of 
race of color, or in contravention of the guarantees set 
foith in section 4(f) (2) if (1) incidents^ of such use have 
l)een few in number and have been promptly and effec- 
tively corrected by State or local action, ^(2). the con- 
tinuing effect of such incidents has been eliminated* and 
( 3) there is no reasonable probability of their recinrence 
in the future. ' \e< 

(e)(1) Ongress hereby declares that to secure^e 
rights under the fourteenth amendment of peraons edii* 
cated in American-flag schools in which the predominant 
•elassropm' language was other than English, it is neces- 
sary to^prohibit the States from conditioning the right to 
vote of such persons on abilitv to read, write, ynderstaiid, 
or interpret any matter in the English language. 

(2) No person who demonstrates that he has success- 
fully completed the sixtlf primary ^de in a public 
school in, or a private school accredited bv, any State 
or tenitorv, the District of (Columbia, or the Common^ 
wealth of Puerto Bico in which the predominant class- 
it)oni language . was other than Englisli, sliall be denied 
the right to vote in any Federal; State, or local election 
because of his inability to read, write, understand, or 
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. interpret any mutter in the English language, except that 
in States in which State law provides that a diffei-ent 
level of education is presumptive of literacy, he shall 

" demonstrate that he has successfully completed an equiv- 
alent level of edui^ation in a public school in, or a private 
srho<* accredited by, iony State or territory, the District 
of Columbia, or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico In 
which the predominant classroom language was other 
thnn En<rlish. 

(f ) (1) The Congress finds that voting discrimjnation 

' against citizens of langua^ minorities is pervjasTve and 
.national in scope* Such mmoritf citizens ari^ fron\ envi* 

. ronments in which the dominant langua^ is other than 
English. In addition they have been deme4;^ual educii- 
tiona) opportunities by State and local ;^yerninents, 
^^sulting m severe disabiUties and continupg illiteracy 
in the Engli^ language. The Congress furttieriinds t^atr 
where State md locaTpfficials condaqp iliie^tions only in: 
English, lanjaage minority citizens arel^cluded from 
participating in the- electoral process. Ihymany areais of 
the country^this exclusion is ag^vated by acts of physi* 
cal. economic, and political intimidation. The Con^*ess 
declares that, in order to enforce the guarantees of the 
foiirteenth and fifteenth amendments to the United 
States Constitution, it is necessarr to eliminate such dis*. 
criminatipn by prohibiting Engush-only elections, and 
by prescribing other remedual devices. 

(2) No voting (qualification or prereauisite to voting, . 
or standard, practice, or procedure shall be imposed or 
applied by any State or political subdivisioi^ to deny or 
abridge the right of any citizen of the United States to 
vote because he is a member of a langua^ mii||rity 
group. .= . 

(3) In addition to the meanijn|r given the term under 
section 4 (c), the term "test* device" shall also mean any 
pr)eictice or requirement by whi<ii any State or poIiticiBkl 
subdivision provided any registration or voting notices, 
f dnns, instructions, assistance, or other materials or in- 
formation relating to the electoral process, including 
ballots, only in the English language, where the Director 
of the Census determines that more than five per centum 
of the citizens of voting age residing in such State or 
political subdivision are- members of a .sifTjo^le language 
minority. With respect to section 4(b), the term **test or 
device", as defined in thb subsection, shall be employed 
only in making the deter^ninations under the thim sen- 
tence, of thai suiM»ction. 

(4) Whenever any State or political subdivision sub- 
ject to the prohibitions of the second sentence of section 
4(a) provides any registration or voting notices, forms, 
instructions, a^istance, or other materials or information 
i^lating to the electoral process, including ballots, it shall 



provide them in the language of the applicaUe language 
minority^roup as well as in the EngliA language: Pro- 
wUd, That where the language of the applicable mmor- 
ity ffit>up is oral or unwritten, the State or political sub- 
cuyision is only required to furnish oral instructions, as- 
sistance, or other i^fonnation relftingto registration and 
voting* 

Sec. 6, Whenever a State or political subdivision witli 
respect to which .,the prdhibitioidis set forth in section 
4(a) based upon determinations ihf^e under the fli'st 
sentence of section 4(b) are in effect shall enact or seek to 
administer any voting <}ualification or preiequisite to 
voting, or standard, practice, or procedure with respect to 
voting different ftrom that in force or effect on'Noveniber 
1, 1964, or whenever a State orpolitical subdivision with 
respect to which the prohibitions set f6rth in section 4'(a) 
based upon determinations made imder the second sen- 
tence of section 4(b) are in effect shall enact or seek to ad- 
minister any voting qualification or prerequisite to vot- 
ing, or standard, practice, or proccsdure with respect to 
voting different from that in force or effect on Noyeinber 
1, 1968, or whenever a gtate or political subdivision Vrith 
respect to which tfie prohibitions set forth in section 4(a) 
based upon determinations made under the third sen- 
tence of section ^t^^) are in effect shall enact or seek to 
administer any voting qualifications or prereauisite to 
voting, or standard, practice, or procedure, with respect 
to yotmg different from that in force or effect on Novpm- 
ber 1, 1972, such State or si^bdivision may institute an 
action in the United States District Court for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia for a declaratory judgment that such 

Sualification, prerequisite, standard, practice, or proce- 
ure does not have the purpose and will not have the 
effect of denying or abridging the right to vpte^ account 
of itice or coloij, or in contravention of the guarantees set 
forth in section 4(f) (2), and unless and until the conil 
enters iBUch judgment no person shall be denied the ri'^ht 
to vote- for failure to comply with such qualification* piT- 
. requisite, standard, practice, or procMxmi PiOvifferL 
That such qualification^ prei'eqnisite* standard, pnictice. 
or procedure may be enforced without such proceed in«: if 
the qualification,^ prei'e(iuisite. standard, practice, or pr<v 
cedure has been submitted by the chief legal officer or* 
other appropriate official of such State or subdivision to 
the Attorney General and the Attpi*ney General hns not 
interposed an objection within sixty days after sucli sub- 
mission, or upon good cause shown* to facilitate nu ex- 
pedited approval within ^ixty days after such submis- 
sion, the Attorney General lias affirmatively indicated 
that such objection will not be niade. Neither nn affirma- 
tive indication by the Attorney Geneml that no objection 
wilLbe made, nor the Attomev Genemrs failure to qh- 
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ject^ nw a declaratory judgment entered under this sec* 
tion shaU Imr a subsequent action to eniom enforces 
of such qualification, prerequisite^ stanaard, practiffe, or 
procedure. In the eycsnt the Attomev General affinna- 
tively indicates that no objectipn will be made within the 
sixty-day jperiod following receipt of a submissipn, the 
Attorney QeneraL may rea&ve tlie: right to reexamine the 
submission if additional mformiation coipes to his atten- 
tion during the remaihdaM>f the sixty-day period which 
would otherwise require^dbjection in accorafmce with this 
section. Any actiop under this section 4^1 be hMtd and 
^ determined by a court of three judges in accordance with 
the provisions of section 2284 of title 28 of Jth» United 
Sta;tes Code and any apt>eal ^all lie to tHe Supreme 
Court. 

^ Sec. 6. Whenever (a) a court has authorized the ap- 
I>ointment of examiners pursuant to'the provisions of sec- 
tion 8(a)y or (b) unless a declaratory jud^pnent has been 
rendered under section 4(a) , tiie Attorney General certi- 
fies with respect to any. |)oliti9al subdivision named in, 
or included within the scope of , determinatioiis made 
under section 4(B) that (1) he has received complaints in 
. writinjE: from twenty or more resiSents of such political 
subdivision alleging that they have been denied tM right 
to vote under color of law on account of race or color, or 
in contravention of the guarantees set forth in section 4 
(f) (2) vSnd that he believes such complaints to be meri- 
torious, or (2)'^at in his judfifnfent (ccpsidering, among 
Other factors, whether the ratio of nonwliite persons to 
white persons registeriad to vote within such subdivision 
appears to ^fm to be reasonably attributable to violations 
of the fourteenth or fifteentJi amendment or whether sub- 
stantia] evidence exists that bona fide efforts a«e being 
niade within such subdivision to comply with the four- 
^ t^nth or fifteenth amtendment), the appointment of ex- 
aminers is otherwise necessary to enforce ^the guarantees 
of the fourteenth or fifteenth amendment, the Civil Serv- 
ice Commission shall appoint as many examiners for such 
subdivision as it may deem appropriate Xo prepare and 
maintain lists of persons eligible to vote in Federal, State, 
and local electioils. Su6h examiners, hearing officers pro- 
vided for in section 9(a), and^pther persons dtemed nec- 
essary by the Commission to carry out the provisions and 
purposes of this Act shall be appointed, compensated, 
and separated without' regard to the provision^ of any 
stQstute administered by the Civil Sen-i^ce Commission, 
and service under this Act shall not be considered em- 

Eloyment for the purposes of any statute adtQiiiistered 
y the Civil Service Commission, except the provisions of * 
section 9 of the Act of August 2, 1939, as amended (5 
TT.S,G. 118i), pix>hibitinjr . {partisan po]j|tical activity: 
Provided^ Tliat the Commission is autnoriz^d) after con- 



eultingthehead of the appropriate dX^ritTcJ^S'S 
to desimate suitable pei-sons in the official service oi rue 
Ur3S?Ste?e^^with tlTeir consent to serve .11 these posi- 
tioiifl. Examinei-s and heading officei-s shpll have tlic 

7 faT S'exaSers for each political subdiyi- 
6io¥3iiU, at such places as the Civil Service Commission 
diaU by Wulation designat*, examine aPPl coi.- 
ceminc th«r quaiifications for votinp. An application 0 
rn eiaSiiner dlall be in such form as the Connnission n ay 
require and shall contain allegations that the applicant is 
not otherwise registe^^d to vote. « 1 • „„„«vri 

(b) Any person whom tlie exaiAiner finds, m accoid- 
ance with instructions received iindor section 9(l> • 
hav,e the qualifications prescnbcd hxi State law not i«- 
oonsistent with the Constitution and laws of the Ljutcd 
States shall promptly be placed on a list of eligible 
voters. A challenge to such listing may be made in ac- 
cordance with section 9(a) and shall not be the basis for 
a prosecution under section 12 of this Act. The examiner 
shill certify and transmit such list, and any supplements 
as appropriate, at least once a month, to the offices of tlie 
approprfate election officials, with copies tn the Attorney 
General and 'the attorney, general of the State, and any 
such lists and supplements thereto transmitted duviiifr 
the month shall be available for public inspection on the 
last business dav of the month and in any event not later 
than the fortv-fifth day prior to any election. The appro- 
priate State' or local election official shall place surli 
names on the official voting list. Any person whose name 
appears on the examiner's list shall oe entitled and al- 
lowed to vote in the election district of his ivsidenco un- 
less and tintil the ajipropriate election officials shall have 
been, notified that such pei-son has been removed from 
such list, in accordance with subsection (dK ProvideiL 
That no person shall be entitled to vote ifl any election 
l>y Anrtne of this Act unless his naine'sliall have boon 
certified and transmitted on sufh a list to the offices of 
the appropriate election officials at least forty-five days 
prior to such election. 

(cl The examiner shall issue to each person wlioso 
name appeare on such a list a certificate evidencing Ins 
eligibility to vote. , r ^ 1 n 

Td) A person whose name appears on snch a list shall 
l)e removed therefrom by an examiner if (1) siieli por- 
son lias been successfully challenged m accordance with 
the piocednre prescribed in section 9. or (.2) he has ..".■n 
determined bv an examiner to have lost his eligibilitA to 
vote under Siate law not inconsistent Nvith the Constitu- 
tion and the laws of the United States. , . ' . 

Sec 8 "Whenever an examiner is serving under tins 
•Act, in aiiy i>olitical subtlivision.^he Civil Service Com- 



mission ma^^^iisBign, at; the reoueet of the -^2?5™^iu ' 
eral, one or mote' persons, wno may be oflip^ of the 
United Statrt» ^l) to enter and attend gt anfeplace for/ 
holding an election in such subdivi^on for tKp purpose 
of observing M^iether persons who are entitled to* vote are 
being permitted to vote, and j[2) to witer and attend at 
any place for tebulating the votes cast at any ^ 
held in such swdivisioh for the4punK)0e of observing 
whether votes ^fet by persons entitled to vote are being 
properly tabulated^ Such persons so assifrned shall ^report 
to an examiner appointed for such political suMuyision, 
to the Attorney cgpneraK and if the appointinifilit of ex- 
arniners has been authorized pursuant to section ^(a), to 
the court; v|L . . 

SxcLSf. (a) AnylDiaUenf^etoalistingon anehgibih 
list prepared by m examiner, shall belieard flfna deter* 
minM by aheanngM&ctor appointed 1^ and n^onsible to 
the Civ^ Service Gbomission ind under such ml^s as the 
Commisfi^m diaU Ih^^ Such challenffe 

shall be%tertainM dn^ if 'ffled at such office within the 
State as 0i|epivil : Si^rnc^ by regulation 

designatefrad wit)4^ ten days after the listing of the 
chalTeng^>ersojb^iAiiade avails 
and if suj^rtid^^l^^l) the affidavits of at least two i>er- 
sons havmg p^rsmfl k^owle^ facts constituting 
grounds fcl tl^e cMdjedogi) and (2) a certificaticm that a 
/ copv of tHeTchallenfeand affidavits have been served by 
mail or in person upon thie person challenged at his plnciB 
of residence set o^in tUe applicatioBr Such challenge 
shall be de^nnin^Vtlp^ fimen da;es after it has been 
jBl^. A p^Eftition foArevfiiw o| the decision of the hearing 
officer mav*{)e fil^in t^ United Statd^i court of ap^ls 
for the circuit in Tirhi^/the person challen^ resides, 
within iift^ days af^r service of such deci^pn by mail 
on tiie pepion petkioiimg f or review but no decision or U y ^ 
hearing officer shk)! b^ reversed unless clearly erroneous! 
Any person listed ^|Illbe entitle4 and -allowed to vote 
pending final detel£iffl^^ by the hearing officer and by 
thecQu^ <|/ ' : » 

(b) ^Ej^ times, Forces, procedures, and form for appli- 
cation^hd listing pursuant to this Act and removals irom ' 
the Eligibility lists sliall be pr^ribed by regulationspro-v, 
mulfi^ted bkv the Civil Service Commission and the Com- ^ 
mis^in coftsultation with th.e Attoniey Gen- 
eral, in^trSSif^aminers concerning ap|dicable State laVr 
not inconsistent with the Constitution and laws of the 
United States with respect to (IV qualifications re- 
quired for listing, and (2) loss or eligibility to vote. , 

(c) Upon ttie i^efiuest of the applicant or the challenger 
or on its own mpticm the Civil Service Commission shall 
have the po:c^ec:tq require bv subpoena the attendance and > 
testimony of witnesses and the production of documen- 



taiT evidence rcdating to any nuitter pending before it 
nnaer the authority of this sedioiL In case of contumacy 
or refusal to obey a subpoena, any district court of the 
United States or the United States court of siij territory 
. or possession, or the District Court of the United States 
for the District of Columbia, Within the jurisdiction of 
which said person guilty of contumacy or refusal to obey 
is found or resides or is domiciled or transacts business, or 
has appointed an agent for receipt of service or process, 
upoQ application by the Attomejr General of the United 
States shall have jurisdiction to^issue to such person an 
order rdquirinj^ such person to appear before the Commis- 
mxm or a heaniie[ officer, there to produce jpertinent, rele- 
*vant^ and nonpnvilegea documentary- erndence^if so or- 
dered, or there to give testimonv touching the matter 
under investigation; and any fiulure to obey such or^ai^ 
of the court may be punished by said court as a a)nt^pt 
thereof. ' ^-^^^.^^^^^y^ 

Sec. 10. (a) Tlie Conferees finds that^he requirement 
of the payment of a poll tax as a precontiition to voting 

(i) precludes persons of limited means mm voting or 
imposes unreasonift)1e financial hardship up^ such per- 
sons as a precondition to their exercise of tfi^^^ncnisgi, 

(ii) does not bear a reasonable relationship to any legin-^ 
4nate State interest in the conduct of elections, and- Xiii) 
in some areas has the purpose or effect of denving per- 
sons the right to vote because of race or color. Upon the 
basis of Uies^ finding Congress declares that t^e con- 
stitutional right of citizens to vote is denied or abridged 
in somis areas by the requirement of tlie payment of a 
poll tax as a precondition to voting. 

(b) In the exercise of the powers of ConjB[ress under 
sectibn 5 of the fourteenth amendment, section, 2 of the 
fifteenth amendment and section 2 of the twenty-fourth 
amendment, the Attorney General is authorized and 
directed to institute forthwith in th6 name of the United 
States such a;dions, including ai^ons Sjzainst States of 
political subdivisions,' for d^a'i^tory judgment or in- 
junctive relief against the enforcement of any miuire- 
ment of the pa]pi6nt of a poll tax as a precondition to 
voting, or substitute therefbr enacted after November I* 
1964, as will be necessaiy to implement th^ declaration ox 
subsection (a) and the purposes of this section. 

(c) The district courts of the United States haver 
jurisdiction of isiich actions which shall be heard and 
determined by a court of three judges in accordance with 
the provisions of section 2284 of title 28 of the United 
States Code and any appeal lAalMie to the Supreme 
Court It shall be the duty of the judges designated to 
hear the case to assign the case for hearing at the earliest 
pittcticable date, to participate in the hearing and detefr 
mination thereof, and to cause the case to oe in evei^ 
way expedited. O 



Sec 11. (a) No person acting under color of law' 
shall fail or refuse to penuit uny person to vote who is 
entitled to vote under any prcmsion^of .^is Act ot i;t 
otherwi8e;qualified to vote^ or "vnl^ul^.^liil or I'efuse to 
tabulate, oount, and tenort such person^a ^ote. 

(b) No person, wliether acting under color of law or 
otherwise,' ^shall intimidate, threaten,^ or coerce, or; 
attempt to intimidate, threaten* or coerce any person for 
i^ptiBff or attemptin^^ to vote, or intimidate, threaten, or 
coerce, or attefnpt to intimidate, threaten, or coerce any 
person f or ur|^i^^ or aiding any person tp vote or attempt 
to vcitej or intuQidate, threaten, or coerce nny pei-son for 
ezercisuig any powers of duties under section 3(a), G, 
8,9,lff,oi;12(e). 

(c) Whoever knowingly m willfully gives false in- 
formation as to his name, address, or period of rc^denc^ 
in tlie voting district for the purpose of establishing his 
eli^bility to register or vote, or conspires with another 
individual for the purpose of encoura^g his false regis- 
tration-to vote or fllej^l voting, or pays or ofFens to pay 
or acoepts payment either for registration to vote or for 
voting shall be fined not more'thaii $10,iOO or imprisonetl 
not more than jfive years, or both; Promdedj however. 
That this provision ahali he applicable only to general, 
special, or primary elections hela solely or in oart for the 
purpose of selectmg or ele«sting any candidate for the 
oflSce of President, vice President, presidential elector. 
Member of the United States Senate, Member of the 
United States House of KepresentQtives, Delegate from 
the District of Columbia, Guanr, or the Virgin Islands, 
or Resident Commissioner of the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico, ' 



(d) \Vhoever, in any matter within the jurisdictioii of 
an examiner or hc^aring officer knowingly and willtullj: 
falsifies or conoeals. li niaterial f act« or 'makes any f2^Si\ 
fictitious, or frandulent^c^stateinents. or it!pt*esentations« 
or makes or uses any false writinir or document knowiuL' 
the same to contain any false^ fictitious, dr fraudulent 
statement or entry, shall be fin^d not more than $10,(J0o 
or imprisoned not more than five yeais, or both. 

(e) (1) AATioever votes more than on<*e hi an election 
referred to in paragraph (2) shall be fined not move than 
$10,000 or imprisoned riot nioi-e than five yeai-s, or both. 

(2) The prohibition of this subsection applies with 
respect to any geiicral, special, or primary election held 
solely or in part for the pnr])ose or selecting or electing 
any candfdate for the office of President, Vice President; 
presidential elector. Member of the IJnited States Sen* 
ate. Member of the United States House of Represent- 
atives, Delegate from the District of Columbia, Guam, or 
the Virgin Islands, or Resident Conmiissioner of the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 
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(3y* As used in this subsection, tlio tenn ^votes^inore • 
than once" does not mdude the casting of art additional 
ballot if all prior ballots of that vot^r were ikivaUdated, 
nor does it include the voting in two jurisdictions under" 
section 202 of this Act, to tiie extent two baUote are not 
cast for an election to the same candidacy or oflice. 

Sec- 12, (aV Whoever shaH deprive or at^&rapt to de- 
prive any persob of any light sAnired by sediona^ 8, 4, 5, 
f, or 10 or shall violate section 11(a), shall Tie fii^d not 
mofe than $a',000, or unpriisoned not^uore than five yeare, 

or both, ^ , 1 ^. • 

(b) Whoever, within a year following an election in^a 

political subdivision in wliich an examiair has been 
appointed (1) destroys, defaces, mutilates, or oUierwise 
alters the marking of a paper ballot which has been cast 
in such election, or (2) alters any official record of voting 
in such election tabulated from a voting machine^ or 
otherwise, shall be fined not more than $5,000, or un- 
prisoned not moi-e than five years, or both. - _ 

(c) Whoever conspires to violate the provisions of 
sulwection (a) or (b) of this section, Or interferes mth 
unv right secured bv section 2, 8, 4, 5, 7, 10, or 11 (a) shall 

. 1)0 hned not more than $5,<.00, or imprisoned not more than 
five vears, or both. ^ : 

(d) Whenever any person has engaged or t|^ are 
Teasonable grounds to believe that any person is about to 
engage in anv act or practice prohibited by section 2, 3. 4? 
r>, 7, 10, 11, or^bsection (b) of this section, the Attorney 
General mav institute for the Unit^pd States, or in the 
name of the United States, an action for preventive re* 
lief, including an. application foi'a temporary or perma- 
nent injunction, i-estraining oi-den or otlier order, and 
including an order directed to the State and State or local 
election officials to require them (1) to permit persons 
listed under this Act to vote and (2) to count such votes. 

(e) '^Vlienever in liny political subdivision in which 
th( rc are examines appointed pursuant to this Act any 
persons allege to such an examiner within forty-eight 
hours after the closin^r of the polls that notwithstanding 
(1) their listing under this Act or registration by an 
apj)ropriate election official and (2) tlieir digiblity to 
vote, thev have-not been permitted to vote ijx such elec- 
tion, the examiner shall fortlnrith notify the Attorney 
(tenernl if such allegations in liis opinion appear to be 
well founded. Upon i-eceipt of such notification the At- 
tornev General may forthwith file with the district court 
an application for' an order pioviding for the marking, 
castiWand counting of the ballots of such persons and 
Tequinrig tlic inchision of their votes in tlie total vote 
Iwfore the results of such election shall be deemed linar 
and anv force or effect given thereto. The district comt 
shall hetlr and detenninc such mattci-a immediately after 
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the filiiig of such itpplicatioiu The remedy provided in 
this.^ibsectioa preclude any remedy available 

understate or Fwaral law. 

(f ) The district coitts of the United Staites shall have 
jurisdiction of procee^ngs inrtit^ted pursuant to this 
^section and shaU exeVoise the^ same without regard to 
Vhether a person asserting rights under the provisions of 
this Act shall hav^ eihauimlany administrative or other 
remedies that riaay be proviaSi by law, , 

Sica 13. Listing procedures shall be terminated in any 
political subdiviSon of any State (a) with resp^i to 
examiners appointed pursuant to clause (b) of iBectipn 6 
whehevM" the Attorney Qeneral notii^ the Civil Service 
Commisdon; or whenever t^^ District Court for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia determines in an action for declaratory 
judgment brouriit J^^^ poUtical aubdiyWon with 
respect to wM^ uns Director of the Cei&i^^ has deter- 
mined that more than 60 per centum of the nonwhite 
persons of voting age residing therein are registiered to 
vote, (1) that airpersons liatM by an examiner for such 
subdivision have been placed on the appropriate voting 
registration roll, and (2) that there is nsrlonger reason- 
able cause to believe that persons will be deprived of or 
denied the right to vote on account bf ra||^r colon or in 
^ntravention of the guarantees set nrth in section 
4(f)(2) ' in such subdiviion, and (b), with respect to 
examiners appointed pursuant to serticm 8(a) > upon 
order of the authorizing court A political subdivision 
may petition the Attomev Greneral for the terntunation 
of listing procedures under clause (a) of this section, 
nnd may petition the Attorney General to request the 
Director of the Ceilisjus to take such survey or census as 
mnv he appropriate for the makingof the determination 
provided for in this section. .The DifJtrict Court for the 
Difstrict of Columbia shall have jurisdiction torenuin? , 
such sTirvev or census to be made by the Piiwtor of the 
C«)sus nncl it shall reiiuiircthim to do so if it deems the 
Attoniey Geneml*^ refusal to request such survey or 
census to be arbitrary or unreasonable. 

Sec. 14. (a) All cases of criminal contempt ansmg 
under the provisions of this Act shall be governed^ 
section 151 of the Civil Rights Act of 1957 (42 U.b.C. 

(b) No court other than tlie District Court for the 
: District of Columbia or a court of appeals in any pro- 
ceeding under section 9 shall have jurisdiction to issue 
any declaititdr}^ judpnent pursuant to section 4 or section 
5 or ahv restraining order or temporary or permanent 
injunction against the execution or enf oijoeinent of any 
provision of this Act or any action of any Federal o^^ 
or employee pursuant hereto. . ^ • „ . , ^ n 

(c) (1) The terms.-"v6te" or *^otmg^ shall mclude all 
action necessary to make a vote effective in any^primary, 
special, or general election, including; But not limited to, 



registi^atioDf Iktiug pursuant to thiB Act, or other action 
required by law prerequisite to vddng, casting a balloL 
ana having such a ballot counted properly ana included 
in the appropriate totals of votes cast with respect to 
candidates for public or party oflSce and propositions for 
which votes are reteived in an electioii. 

(2) Tha.tenn ^^political subdivision'^ shall mean any 
county or parish, except that where registration for vot«* 
ing is not conducted under the supervision of a county or 

garish, the term shall include any other subdivision of a^ 
tate which conducts registration for voting. 

(3) The term ^language minorities" or ^language mi- 
nority group" meains persons who are American Indian/ 
Asian American, Alaskan Natives or of Spanish heritage. 

' (d> In any action for a debilratory judgment brought 
pursuaint to section 4 or sect^n 5 or this Act, subpenas 
for witnesses who are re<{iurQd to attend the District 
Court for the District of Col^imibia may be served in 
any judicial district of the United States: Provided^ 
That no writ of snbpena shall issue for witnesses with- 
out the District of Columbia at a greater distance than 
one hundred miles from th^place of holding court with- 
out the permission of the Districtf Court for the District 
of Columbia being first had upon proper appUcatjon and 
cause shown. v 

(e) In any action or proceedinfir to enforce the voting 
guarantees of the fourteenth or fiKeenth amendment, the Pobue Law 
court, in its discretion, may allow the prevailing party, 
other thaii the Unite^I States; a reasonable attorney's fee - 
as part of the costs* 

Sec. 15. Section 2004 of the Revised ' Statqjtes (42 
U.S.C. 1971), as -amended bv section 181 of the Civil 
Ri<rhts Act of 1957 (71 Stat '637), and amended by sec- 
tion 601 rOf the Giv^ Rights Act of 1960 (74 Stat. 90)- 
and as farther amended by section 101 of the Civil 
Riffhts Act of 1964 (78 Stat. 241), is further amended 
as follows: ' 

(a) Delete the word "Federal"<wherever it appears in 
subsections (a) and (c) ; 

(b) Repeal subsection (f ) and designate the present 
subsections jy?) and (h) as (f) and (g)*re8pecti 

Sec. 16. The Attorney Gkmeral ana tne Secretary of 
Defense, jointly, shall make a full and complete study * * 
to determine^whether, under the laws or practices of any 
State or States, there are preconditiphs to -voting, which 
might tend to result in discrimination anJnst citizens 
serving in the Armed Forces of the United States seeking 
to vote. Such officials shaIl,.]ointly, make a report to the . 
Confess nol later than June 30, 1966, containing the 
results of such, study ,|to^ther with a list of any States 
in which such nreoonditions exist, aiid fihall include in 
such report such recommendiEttiojis for legislation as they 
deem advisable to prevent discrimination in voting 
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n|niiust cituens sondng in fhe Anned Forces of tlie 
Lnited States. * ^ ♦ 

Sec. 17; Nothing in this Actdiall be construed to deny, 
impair, or otherwise adversely affect the rirfit to vote 
of any person registered to vote under the law df any 
Stilt€ or politicial subdivision* 

Seo- 18- There are hereby authorized to be appropri- 
t&ted such sums as are necessary to carry.out the provi* 
sionsof thisAct* * 

Sec. 19. If any provision of this Act or .the application 
thereof to any person or circumstances is held inviiid, 
the I'emainder oi th^ Act and the application of the pro- 
vision to other persons not mmilarnr situated or to ciher 
ciix^umstances.srudl not be affected tnereby. 

TITLE II— SUPi^IiEMENTAL PBOVISIONS 

AFFUQATIOX OF FROUIIUTIUJN TO CfiPHXR 0TA1XS 

Sec. 201. ( a ) Xo citizen shall be denied^ because of his 
' fnilure to comply with any test or device, the right to- 
vote in any Federal, State^ or local elect^n conducted in 
nny State or political subdivision of a State. 
. (b) As used in this section, the term.^'test or device^ 
means any requirement that a person as a prerequisite 
for voting. or registration for voting (1) aemonstrate 
^ the nbility to read, whte, nndersttod, or interpret any 
' matter, (2) demonstrate any educational achievement 
or iiis knowledge of any particular subject. (3) possess 
^fKfd moral characteiC'pr (4) prove his qualincations by 
th^ voucher of i*egistered voters or members of any other 
^ class. 

RESmEKCE BEQUntEMEKTS FOR VOTING 

Sec. 202. (a) The Congress hereby finds that the im- 
position and application of the durational residency re- 
qnii-ement as a precondition to voting for the offices of 
r*i-esident and Vice President, and the lack of sufficient 
opportunities for absentee registration and absentee bal- 
loting in presidential elections — 

(1) denies or abridges the inherent constitutional 
^ right of oitizens to vote ipv their President and A'ice 

President: 

(2) denies or abrid^res the inherent cohstitutj^onal 
riglit of citizens to enjoy their free movement across 
State linis: 

(3) denies or abridges the privileges and immuni- 
ties gupranteed to the citizens pf each State under 
article IV. sectioi^. clause 1. of the Con^itution ; 

(4) in some instances has the impermissible pur- 
pose or effect of denying citizens the right to vote 
for such officers because of the way they may vote ; 

(5) has therefTect of denying to citizens^e equal- 
ity of civil rights, and due process and equal pro- 
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tection of the laws that are guaranteed to them 

under the fourteenth amendment; and ' 

(6) does not bear a reasonable relationship to anv 

o(Hni>elling State interest in the conduct oi presi- : 

dential elections. . ' >^ 
V (b) Upon the basis of these findings, Congress declares 
]that in order to secure and protect the above-stated rights 
of citiEens ui^er the Constitution, to enable citizens to 
better obtain uie enjoyment of such rights, and to en- 
force the guarantees of the fourteenth amendment, it is 
necessary (1) to completely abolish the durational resi- 
dency requirement as a precondition to voting for Presi- 
dent and Vice President, and (2) to establish nation- 
wide, uniform standards relative to absentee tegistration 
and absentee balloting in presidential elections. 

(c) No citizen of the United States who is otherwise 

Jualified to vote in any election for President anfl Vice 
^resident shall be denied the right to vote for electors 
for President and Vice President, or for President and 
Vice President, in such election because of the failure 
of such citizen to comply with any dumtionaLresidency 
requirement of such State or politicc^jTsubdivision : nor 
shall any citizen of the United States be denied the 
right to vote for electors for President and Vice Presi- 
dent, or for President and Vice President, in such elec- 
tion because of the failure of such citizen to be physically 
present in such State or political subdivision at tlie time 
of such election, if such citizen shall have complied with 
the requirements prescribed by the law of such State or . 
jMjlitical subdivision, providing for the casting of ab- 
sentee ballots in sucli election. 

(d) For die purposes of this section, each State s1ij\11 
provide by law for the registration or other means of 
qualification of all duly qualified residents of such 8tate 
who apply, not later tJian thirty days immediately prior 
to any presidenti'al election, for registration or qualifi- 
cation to vote for the choice of electors for President and 
Vice President or for President and Vice President in 
such election; and each State shall provide by law for 
the casting of absentee ballots for the clioi(re of electors 
for President and Vice Pi'esident. or for President and 
•Vice President, by all duly qualified residents o^^^ sndi 
State who may be al^nt f rom their electipn district or 
unit in such State on the day such election is held and 
who have applied*^therefor not later than seven days 
immediately prior to such election and have i-eturncd 
such .bmots to the appropriate election official of such 
State not later than the time of closing of the polls in 
such State on the day of such election^ 

(e) If any citizen of the United States who is otiier- 
wise qualified to vote ifi any State or political subdivi- 
sion in any election for President and Vice President 
has begun residence in such State or political subdivision 
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after the thirtieth day next preceding such election^di 
fdr that reiuann, does not satisfy the xc^puBtration re^ioire- 
mehts of siioh State or poUtic^ he shall b^ 

allowed to vote for the choice of electors for President 
and Vice President, or for Priesident and Vice Presideint* 
^ in such electipn, jl) in pem>n in tl^e State oiLj3|olitiie^ 
subdivision in which he resided immediatel; jpnl to |iis 
removal if he hfi4 satisfied, as of the'dftte of 1^ ioh^^ 
of residence, tili^^^i^^ 

politicd^ siibdivisiQ^ (2) ^ absentee belki in the 
State or , jpolitical sobdivincni in whidi M^i^ 
mediately pnor to his removal if he satu^ies^ but fiinr his 
nonresident ststtts rad t^ 
requirements for absentee voti^ in thit^tfie or 
calsttbdivisiQiUv- '■■ . ■ ^-^-^ ' /'-W-/' 

(f) No icitizen who is dilu^^ 

(^ualified to vote by a)^ any Statii) or pch 

litical subdivision in ai^ electi^gu for Ptendent and 
Vice President flhaU be denied the rij^t to vote for the 
choice of eledx^rs far Presidrat^ a^^ 
for !||Mide!at and< Vicii Prcmdent, in so^ 
causew^any itMiuuBmeh^ does hot 

include a providoh for absent^ rem^^ 

if), Nothinj; in this section fl^^ 
po^iticid subdivis^ from adop^big lea restncti ve vot* 
ing practices than those that arsl prescribed herein. 

(h) The term ''State'' as used'in this sec^ 
each of the several States and the PistEict of .Columbia. 

fi) lW;provisions of section 11(c) diaUap^^ 
j^istration, and cj^ber fraudulent acts and coniqurades, 
committed under i£is section. 

BIUNGUAL ELECITOX REQUIAEMEKTS 

Sec 203. (a) The Congress finds that, through the use 
of various practices andprocedures, citizens ot lapgua^ 
minorities havie been effectively, excluded from';|^rtici- 

Sation in the electoral process. Among other fadtm, the 
eniai of the right to vote of such mihority group^dti- 
zens is ordinarily directly related to the unequal educa- 
tional opportumties afforded them, resulting in 'l%1l 
^ illlteracT^ and low voting particnpation. The Coi^pcesB 
declni*es that, in order to enf£^ the guarantees of^e 
fourteenth and fifteenth amendments to%he Unit^ StU^s 
Constitution; it is necessary to eliminate^such discrimi^ 
nation by prohibiting these pradi^ and by prescrib- 
ing other remedial devices. 

(b) Prior to August 6, 1985« no State or )>oIitical sub- 
division shall provide, registration or voting noticesf 
forms, instructions, assistance^ Or other materials or in^ 
formation relatizig to the electoral ]>rocess, indudinlr bal^ 
lots, only^in the English language if the Director of the 
Census determines (i) that more than .5 percent of the 
citizens of voting age of such State or political snhdixri- 
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sion are membei'S of a single! language minority and (ii) 
that the illiteracy rate of such persons as a JJTOUd is 
higher than the national illiteracy n{/di Provided^ That 
the prohibitions of this subsection shall not apply in any 
. political subdivisioh which has less than fiye percent vot- 
age citizens of each language minority which com- 
prises over five percent of flie statewide population of 
voting age citizens. For purposes of this subaaction, illi- 
teracy means the failure to complete the fifth prunary 
grade. The determinations of the Director of the Cetisus 
under this subsection shall be effective upon publication 
in the Federal Register and shall not be subject to review 
in any court 

(c) ' Whenever anj State or political subdivijston sub- 
ject to the prohibition of subsection (b) of this sectioii 
provides any registration or voting notioeSj forms, in- 
structions, assistance, or other mat.erial8 or mformation 
relating to the electoral prodess, including baSots, it shall 
provide them in the laggnage of the applicable minority 
group as well as in the T^ghsh language : Provided^ That 
where language of the applicable minority group is 
oral or unwritten or in tiie caoe of Alaskan natives, if the 

gredominant language is historically unwritten, the 
tate or political subdivision is only required to furnish 
oral instructions, assistance, or other information relat- 
ing to registration and voting. ^ 

(d) Any State or political siibdivision subject to the 
prohibition of subsection (b) of this section, which seeks 
to provide English-only registration or voting materials 
or information, including- ballots, may file an action 
against the United States in the United States District 
C5)urt for a declaratory jndpnent permitting such provi- 
sion. The court shall grant the requested relief if it deter- 
mines that the illiteracy rate of the applicable language 
minority group within the State or political subdivision 
is equlftl to or less than the national illiteracy rate* 

(e) For purposes of this section, the term "language 
minorities" or ^Inn^ruage minority group'' means persons 
who are American Indian, Asian American, Alaskan Na- 
tives, or of Spanish heritage. 

JUDICIAL RELIEF 

Sec. 204. Wlienevor the Attomev General has reason 
to believe thnt a State or political subdivision (Si) has 
enacted or is seekin^r to administer any test or device as a 
prerequisite to voting in violation of the proliibition con- 
tained in section 201, or (b) undertakes to deily t^e right 
to vote ii> any election in violation of section 202, or 203, 
he may ini?titut^ for the United States* or in the name of 
the United States, an action in a district court of the 
United States* in accordance with sections 1301 through 
^.1393 of title 28* United States Code, for a restraining 
order, a preliniiiiary or permanent injunction* or such 
other order as he deems appi-oprintOv An action ^.under 



this subsection shall be heard and determined by a court 
of three judges in accoitlance with" tlie provisions ofH9e<'- 
tion 5J284 oftitle 28 of the United States Code and any 
appeal sliall be to the Supi*eme Court. 

7ENALTT 

Sec, 205. Whoever shall deprive or attein|rt; to deprive 
any person of any riirht secured bv section 201, 202, or 
203 of this title shalfbe fined not more than $5,000, or 
imprisoned not more tha^i five years, or both. 




SiEC. 206. If any provision of this Act or the application 
-of any provision aiereof to any person or circumstance 
is judicially determine^ to be^nvalid. the remainder^f . 
this Act or the application or such provision to other 

Sersons or circumstances sliall not be affected by such 
etermination. * 

Sec. 207. (a) Congress hereby dire^s the Director of 
the Census fdrthwijth to conduct a survey to compile, 
repristration aifci voiiin^ statistics: (i) in eveiy State or 
political subdiv^on with respect to which the prohibi- 
tions of section 4(a) of the Voting Bights Act of 1965 
are in effects for every statewide general election for 
Members of the United States House of Bepfesentatives 
after January 1, 1974; and (ii) in everAV State or political 
subdivision ^or any election designated by the United 
States Commission* on Civil Bights. Such surveys shall 
Only include a count of citizens of voting age. race or 
color, and national origin, and a determination of the ex* 
fent to which such persons are regis^red to Vote and have 
voted in the elections surveyed. 

(b) In any survey under subsection fa) of this section 
no person shall be coromlled to' disclose his race, color, 
n^itional origin, political party affiliation, or liow he voted 
(or the reasons therefor), nqr shall* any penalty be im- 
posed for liis failure or refusal to make'such disclosures. 
Every i>erfeon interrogated orally* bv written survey or 
questionnaire, or by any other means with respect to such 
information shall be fullv advised of his right to fail oi- 
refuse to furnish sucli information. 

(c) Tlie Director of the Census shall, at the earliest 
practicable time, report to the Congress the results of 
every siin^ey conducted pursuant to the provisions of 
subsection (a) of this section. 

(d) The provisions of section 9 and chapter 7 of title 
13 of the United States Code shall a)>ply to any survey, 
collection, or compilation of registration and voting sta* 
tisties carried out under subsection (a) of tills section. 



TITLE III— EIGHTEEN-YEAR-OLD VOTING 
AGE 
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ENFORCEMEKT OF TWENTY-SIXTII AMENDMENT 

Sec. 301. (a)(1) Tlie Attorney Genecal is directed to 
institute, in the name of the United States, such actions 
against States or political subdivisions, including actions 
for injunctive relief, as.he may determine to be necessary 
to implement the twenty-sixtn article of amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States. 

(2) The .district courts of the United States shall have 
jurisdiction of proceedigps instituted under this title, 
which shall be heard and determined by a court of three 
judges in accordance with section 2284 of title 28 of the 
United States Code^ and any appeal shall lie to the 
Supreme Court. It shall be the duty of the judges desig- 
nated to hear the case to assign the case for hearing and 
detxjrmination thereof, and to cause" the case to be in 
every way ex^dited. 

(b) Whoever shall deny or attempt to deny any per- 
son of any right secured by the twenty-sixth article of 
amendment to the 'Constitution of the United States 
shall be fined not more than $5,000 or imprisoned not 
more than five rears, or both. 
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Sec. 302. As used in this title, the>rm "State" in- 
>ejudes the District of Columbia. 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

For more information about how the Voting: Rigrhts Act a£fectfl your 
local community, contact local citizens' firroups or election officials, 
you may also contact: 

\^oting: Section, Civil Rights Division ^ 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Washingrton, D.C. 20530 

or 

U.S. Commission on Civil Rights 
Washingrton, D.C. 20425 ^ 

Two useful publications are: 

U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, The Voting Rights 
Act: Ten Years After (1975), available from 
the Commission; 

and ■* , 

David H. Hunter, Federal Review of Voting Changes: 
How to Use Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act 
(second edition, 1976), available fi'om the 
• Joint Center for Political Studies, 1426 H Street N.W., 
Washingrton, D.C; 20005. * 



